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Election Policy Manual 

(2009/2010 Academic Year)

I.
Procedure

1.
 Applications will be made available on Tuesday, January 20, 2009 (the first day of class of the 2009 Spring Semester).

2. The deadline for applications will be Friday, February 27, 2009 at 5:00 PM with no exceptions. There will be a box for completed applications on the Communication Director’s desk in the SGA office, 052 DUC (lower level).

3. Applications must be filled out properly and each team (President and Vice President) must obtain one hundred (100) different signatures from the student body.

4. The Election Committee will assess applications after all of the applications have been turned in. Applicants will be notified the week following the due date (February 23-27, 2009) if their candidacy has been accepted.

5. A public debate will be held between all candidates for President and Vice President within the week prior to the election, March 2-March 5, 2009. Debate guidelines will be created by the Election Committee and sent to candidates no later than one week prior to the public debate.

6. Elections will be held March 6, 2009, beginning at 8:00 AM through March 12, 2009 (Thursday), ending at 4:00 PM. At this time, ballots will be electronically tallied and announced by the Chair of the Election Committee at the SGA Senate meeting held at 6:00 PM.

7. The team that obtains the plurality of all votes cast shall be the official winner of the election.

8. If there is a tie between teams, then the voting process will start again on March 27, 2009 (Friday) at 8:00 AM and run until April 2, 2009 (Thursday) at 4 p.m.  At this time, ballots will be electronically tallied and announced by the Chair of the Election Committee at the SGA Senate meeting held at 6:00 PM.

9. Election committee 2009-2010 has decided to end the application process on February 20, 2009, due to Spring break being earlier than usual. We realize that this is four rather then five weeks, however this was done to accommodate all parties running for President, Vice President and Senators. Allowing them 10 days to campaign.   
II. 
Policies and Prohibited Activities

1. All candidates must follow all policies of the university as well as all state laws when using posters and signage.

2. Campaigning with posters, signage, buttons, and websites (facebook) may begin once the candidacy of the applicants has been accepted, as they are accepted. All other campaigning (e.g. soliciting votes, giving speeches) may begin on January 20, 2009 (Tuesday).

3. Candidates for President, Vice President, and Senator will be prohibited from using Internet enabled devices to directly solicit votes (even if done in a non-partisan manner) during the dates of the election (March 6, 2009 to March 12, 2009). 

4. Each team will be allowed to send one e-mail to the Presidents of student organizations list with the supervision and approval of Laura Ketchum-Ciftci, SGA advisor. (lketchum@uwsp.edu)

5. Academic standing requirements for any student running for President, Vice President, or Senator can by found in the SGA Constitution, Article IV, Section 3.

6. Violations of the policies, procedures, and prohibited activities may be addressed through a formal complaint process as outlined in the Bylaws, Section 6, letter H of the SGA Constitution.  All formal complaints must be sent to the SGA Communications Director.

Constitution

Article IV – Membershiptc "Article IV – Membership" \f C \l 1
Section 1tc "Section 1" \f C \l 2 – All rights, responsibilities, offices, and benefits of the Student Government Association are equally available to all people without regard to age, ancestry, color, creed, disability, gender, marital status, national origin, parentage, pregnancy, race, religion, or sexual orientation.  

Section 2tc "Section 2" \f C \l 2 – All persons who are enrolled in classes or other activities providing academic credit from the University of Wisconsin Stevens Point shall be members of the Student Government Association.

Section 3tc "Section 3" \f C \l 2 – Any person in good academic standing enrolled in at least six academic credits at the undergraduate level or four credits at the graduate level at the University of Wisconsin Stevens Point during the current semester or in the semesters both preceding and following other periods such as Winter and Summer breaks shall be eligible to hold any office or position in SGA.

Article VII – Legislative Processestc "Article VII – Legislative Processes" \f C \l 1
Section 5 – Electionstc "Section 5 – Elections" \f C \l 2
A.  Elections shall be held according to the Bylaws of this document.

B.  Election guidelines may be altered for the current year by a majority vote of the Senate until the end of the final Senate meeting of the first semester.

Section 6tc "Section 6" \f C \l 2 – In the event that SGA is dissolved, any remaining balance of funds shall be dispersed for the benefit of students at the discretion of the Chancellor. 

By-laws

According to Section 6

Section 6 – Election Guidelinestc "Section 6 – Election Guidelines" \f C \l 1
The Election Committee shall be charged with establishing and maintaining an Election Policy Manual to be included with all applications.  This manual shall comprehensively outline all election policies, procedures, and prohibited activities. Upon completion of Election Policy Manual, it shall go before Senate for approval before the end of the first semester.

Applications for Senator, President, and Vice President shall open on the first day of classes after the winter break. The final deadline for applications shall be set for a date no later than the Friday of the fifth full week of classes of the Spring Semester. 

Public debate shall be held between all candidates for President and Vice President the week prior to the election date.

Elections shall be held for one week, beginning on the Friday of the seventh full week of classes, and ending the Thursday of the eighth full week of classes of the Spring Semester.  If Spring Break interferes with this schedule, all attempts shall be made by the Elections Committee to hold an election before Spring Break, for a one week period, ending on Thursday.  

Ballots shall be electronically tallied by 4:00 p.m. of the Thursday of election week by the outside source of Information Technology. 

Election results shall be announced by the chair of the election committee at the Senate meeting Thursday of election week.

Election Rules

The SGA office shall remain non-partisan throughout the campaign period. Remaining non-partisan includes prohibiting candidates, SGA Senators, and SGA Executive Staff members from utilizing any office resources for campaign purposes.

SGA Senators and Executive Staff members shall remain non-partisan at the weekly Senate meetings, SGA committee meetings, and while in the SGA office so as to provide an atmosphere of mutual respect and honorable decorum.

SGA Senators and Executive Staff members shall not lend their SGA title or affiliation to publicly endorse or discredit those running for SGA office.

The members of the Election Committee shall not participate in any aspects of the election with the exception of their outlined duties of running the election and casting a ballot.

SGA Senators and Executive Staff members may assist n the campaign process of the candidates on their own time provided that they are not in violation of the above guidelines.

The Election Committee shall assess any individual in violation of the Election Rules.

The Election Committee shall consider only formal, written complaints.

The Election Committee shall inform the accused party of the complaint immediately following the submission of the complaint.

The accused party as well as the complainant shall be allowed to testify before the Election Committee in regards to the complaint.

Both parties shall be informed of the ruling of the Election Committee immediately following their decision.

An appeal can be taken to the Senate for a decision by a majority vote.  This must be within ten (10) academic days of the decision of the Election Committee. 

UWSP Posting Locations

Allen Center




1


-Lower level in the hallway

Noel Fine Arts Building 



3
          -YOU MUST CONTACT DEAN FOR APPROVAL
-postings without Dean’s approval will be    removed 
-Materials may be posted on public bulletin 
boards in corridor 125, 155 and 175
College of Natural Resources (CNR)

2


-Outside of room 170

-1st floor, west stairwell, outside room 163 
(West Entrance) 

College of Professional Studies (COPS)
1


-Outside Cafeteria on West Wall

Collins Classroom Center(CCC)

1


-1st floor, east hallway (NOSTAPLES)

Communication Arts Center (CAC)

1

-Must contact dean for approval and 
locations

Debot Center (DC)




4


-2 bulletin boards on east upper level

-2 bulletin boards on west wall, lower level

Health Enhancement Center (HEC)

2


-In front of Mac and in front of Room 141


-Outside Room 33 & 64

Learning Resource Center (LRC)

2


-Main lobby bulletin board


-Outside of computer lab (Room 110)

-Across from info. Technology, lower level         
Science Building (SCI)



5


-Outside of rooms D101, D102, A121


-Entrance of B wing

-Entrance from courtyard (west entrance) 

Student Services Center (SSC)


1

-Across from the Bursar’s Office, lower level

Residence Halls  (1Each)


13
-Give to respective desk worker or 601 

Division to be put into mailboxes

Dreyfuss University Center (DUC)                                       1                                                                                                               

                -South wall 1st floor DUC-cork board                                               

TOTAL: 
                                                          37
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Remember...

Only ONE of your posters per board!

Put Posters only where Promo is allowed!

Take down and recycle old Promo’s!

All Posters Must Be

SIEO approved.

 Election Committee 2009








