CONSTITUTION
of the
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN INDIANA
STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

Preamble
For the purpose of representing and serving thiesiis of the University of Southern Indiana,
hereby known as the University, in all matters @nig their education and well being, there is
hereby established the organization to be knowtheStudent Government Association (SGA).
Said association shall undertake the following oesjbilities of:
A. promoting the continuous improvement of higher edion within the University

B. promoting high standards for the quality and enmeht of student life

C. creating a venue to promote diverse ideas, vatudiires, and experiences within the
University community

D. protecting student rights and promoting ethicalawédr
E. providing a forum for the expression of studentwseand interests

F. providing and maintaining relationships betw&&WA, the USI students, the University, and
the community.

ARTICLE I
Name
The name of the official student government bodhatUniversity of Southern Indiana
shall be the Student Government Association (SGA).
ARTICLE I
Purpose

The purposes of the Student Government Associatiail be those stated in the
Preamble for this Constitution.
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ARTICLE 111

Member ship

Section 1

All students, by virtue of their registration aetbiniversity of Southern Indiana, shall be
members of the SGA and shall be subject to thiss@otion, its By-laws, and Standing Rules.

Section 2

All students registered at the University of Southiediana shall be entitled to vote in
special and general elections of the student govent

Any USI student may hold an SGA office upon meethmgrequirements set forth in this
Constitution and By-Laws.

ARTICLE IV
Organization
Section 1: Structure
A. The Student Government Association is made uprekthranches, hereby known

as the Executive, Legislative, and Judicial brasche

B. The General Assembly is the formal name for thenass meetings of the USI
Student Government Association. Members of alléhimanches and
representatives from student clubs and organizaioake up the General
Assembly.

Section 2: Officers

A. The Executive Branch shall consist of the PresidéetExecutive Vice President, and the
Attorney General whom are the executive officerthedf body and are elected officials.

B. The Legislative Branch, hereby known as the Legiista shall consist of the Student
Representatives and Administrative Vice Presideiism are elected officials.

C. The Judicial Branch, hereby known as the UniverGiyrt, shall consist of a Chief Justice
and Associate Justices whom are appointed officials



Section 3: Elections and Appointments

A.

The executive officers and legislators are eleatatlially by the student body through a
general election as determined by the By-laws.

University Court Justices are appointed by theiBees$ as determined by available seats
through graduation, resignation, impeachment, toitiah as outlined by the By-Laws.

Section 4: Terms of Office

A.

Executive officers and legislators shall beginttheim in office upon their inauguration and
shall conclude their duties at the next annualgoa@ation. This term will be defined as a
session in all SGA communications.

University Court judicial officers shall begin théerms in office at their swearing in and
shall remain in office until graduation, impeachmeasignation, failure to meet
gualifications, or attrition.

. The Chief Justice of the University Court will beaed annually by his/her peers on the

Court at the first Court meeting after electionsisTmeeting shall be no later than two weeks
after the inauguration of the officers and legsiat

Section 5: Powers

A.

The following powers shall be held by the President

1. veto or sign acts of the Student Government Assiocigprovided that he or she

exercises such power within six (6) school daytenr(10) calendar days of passage

whichever comes first. A veto of the act may beraigden by two-thirds vote of the

Legislature. If the President takes no action withis time period, the act is considered

approved

call special sessions of the General Assembly

appoint University Court members as specified imeneth the concurrence of a

majority of the Legislature

4. appoint such officials that s/he deems necgdsr the expeditious conduct of her/his
duties

5. make recommendations to the President ofddSitudent appointments and removals to
University committees with the concurrence of itiegority of the Legislature

6. propose new services, programs, and procedortbe appropriate legislative
chairperson

7. hold all power necessary and proper to cautythe mission of the SGA Executive
Branch

8. consider legislation from the General Assembly take appropriate action as outlined in
the Constitution and By-Laws

9. appoint to the Election Committee as outlined m By-Laws

10.appoint members of the University committees bageh recommendations of the

wn
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Legislature as outline in the By-Laws

11.appoint such officials as the General Assembly deecessary for the expeditious

conduct of SGA business.

. The following powers shall be held by the Executitree President:

1.
2.
3.

4.

appoint such officials as s/he deems necessathd¢oexpeditious conduct of her/his
duties

convene special sessions of the legislativencittees

perform other duties as are necessary anéptogacilitate communication between
the Legislative Branch and the Executive Bhan

act for the President in his/her absence, ini@her request, or in the event that the
President is temporarily unable to serv

. The following powers shall be held by the Attorrieégneral:

1.

2.

3.

act as a prosecutor before the Supreme Court fdraaly who violates SGA legislation,
the SGA constitution, SGA By-Laws, or StargdRules if need be

serve as the lead prosecutor at any impeadhnedrunless he/she wishes to disqualify
him/herself in the case of conflict of intere

certify all SGA elections pursuant to the Elet Codes in the By-Laws.

. The power of the Legislature shall include, but lb@iimited to:

1.

2.

w
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approve appointments of the President and the Hxecdice President which are not
otherwise directed by this Constitution or By-Laws;

represent the official voice through which studapinion may be expressed through
resolution or other means to faculty committeasiversity committees, and University
officials on matters affecting the Student GoveentmAssociation or student body

be the final policy-making body for the Stud&dvernment Association and shall have
original and final jurisdiction over all expendias of Student Government moneys
approve executive contracts that are signed

approve organizational changes

provide guidelines for SGA operations

provide guidelines for the nomination and etecof SGA officials

determine guidelines for funding SGA servioeprograms

approve the annual SGA budget

O undertake any other action that will beneft 8GA or any segment of the University

community provided they are not in conflict witretBGA Constitution, By-Laws,
Standing Rules, or the policies and procedurekefiniversity of Southern Indiana

11. make recommendations to the University on thert@ for registration of a campus club



or organization

12. formally recognize student organizations atired in the SGA By-Laws

13. elect the President and Executive Vice Presiditihe General Assembly if none is
provided by an election as outlined in the By-Laws

14. foster and regulate the non-academic aspestsidént life for which jurisdiction has
been established by this Constitution or the SGAa&ys where it does not contradict
specific powers granted in this Constitution or plodicies and procedures of the
University of Southern Indiana

15. effect by two-thirds (2/3) voting membershiptloé Student Representatives and
Administrative Vice Presidents the censure or inshgzent of any officer, legislator, or
University Court justice

16. initiate censure or impeachment proceedingsgfofficer, legislator, or University
Court justice

17. propose activities which commensurate withpilngose of the Student Government
Association of the University of Southern Indiana

18. enact by two-thirds (2/3) vote constitutionatles or amendments to the constitution as
provided in Article VII of this constitution

19. enact statutes by a two-thirds (2/3) voteh&oSGA By-Laws or the Standing Rules as
provided in the By-Laws

20. provide for the allocation of any SGA funddees and recommend changes to the
University Administrators

21. appoint a replacement for the Attorney Genduaihg an impeachment trial if s/he
disqualifies her/himself in a case of a conflicirdkrest.

E. The powers of the University Court
Student Government, as an elected and representative of the student body, has the right
to comment on any proposed changes in policy pénigito the discipline of students.

1. Alljudicial powers of the Student Governm@stociation shall reside in the University
Court.

2. The final interpretation of the Student Goveemt Association Constitution, By- Laws,
and Standing Rules shall be made by the Unive@uiyrt.

3. The Court shall have the authority to setttesgictional and other questions within the
Student Government Association not covered spatlifiby the Constitution or By-
Laws.

4. The Court shall have the authority of Judicgaiew over the legislation of the Student
Legislature.

5. The Court shall have the authority to judgegoas of the Legislative and Executive
Branches unconstitutional and to order the cegssaticuch actions.

6. The Court shall have jurisdiction over all atibns of Student Legislature legislation.

7. The Court shall have the authority to settkpdies between student organizations
relating to campus activities.

8. The Court shall have the authority to settbpdtes between a student and a student
organization.

9. The Court shall have the authority to hear rahel on the appeal of campus traffic
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citations.

10. The Court shall advise the Student Legislabur@roposed constitutional amendments
before attempting ratification.

11. If during a student-student, faculty-studentadministration-student dispute a student
wishes to make public his grievance on an inforbaelis without pressing charges
through any formal University proceeding, he magapbefore a session of the Court. A
spokesman (from the University community) for theulty, administration, or student,
may reply if they so desire. Justices may commamwiloat is said and will make
recommendations to appropriate University officials

12. The Court shall serve as the final authoritglirdisputes arising from SGA elections.

13. The above enumeration as specified powers sbalimit the interpretation of the
general powers stated in Section 1 of Article VII.

F. The following powers shall be held by the Clliestice:

1. call special sessions of the University Court

2. set a court schedule for each semester andifiomgr operations

3. appoint such officials that s/he deems necedsathe expeditious conduct of her/his
duties

4. perform other duties as necessary and profdacilitate the communication between
all branches of student government aedsthdent body.

Section 6: Governing Rules of SGA

A. SGA shall be empowered to enact By-Laws whidingepurpose, structure, requirements for
holding office, and the function of its braeshand components in greater detail so long as the
By-Laws do not conflict with the SGA Constitut.

B. SGA shall be empowered to enact Standing Ruleéshnshall define and give purpose to
meetings, operations, responsibilities, arnketations of its executive officers,
legislators, and judicial officers so longtlhsy do not conflict with the SGA

Constitution.

C. The Constitution, By-Laws, and Standing Rulesthe governing policies and principles of
the Student Government Association.

ARTICLE YV
M eetings
Section 1
All General Assembly meetings of the SGA shall peroto all students, faculty, administration

of the University of Southern Indiana, as well ag mterested party pursuant to all Federal and
Indiana open meeting acts.



Section 2

General Assembly meetings and retreat dates fangkesession shall be decided by the
executive officers before the election processreds outlined in the By-Laws. All General
Assembly meeting dates must be published in thetigles application information.

Section 3

All SGA business for a session must be concludetthéyast General Assembly meeting before
inauguration. At this time all executive officevs;e-presidents, and chairpersons shall read and
submit an annual report of all activities and pextiegs under their jurisdiction during their term
in office.

ARTICLE VI
Quorum

Quorum for SGA General Assembly meetings shall bepority of the sworn members of the
Legislative Branch.

ARTICLE VII
Adoption and Ratification of the Constitution

A. The Rules Committee will review the Constitutj@y-Laws, and Standing Rules of the
SGA each year. At that time the Rules Committee dewelop proposals to amend this
Constitution.

B. The Rules Committee shall present their propmsstto the SGA General Assembly for
discussion in New Business at the next meeting\otig the end of their review.

C. Proposals for Amendments may be submitted t&#reeral Assembly in two other
ways:

1. in writing by a member of the Legislature at &wsneral Assembly meeting in
New Business
2. by petition from the student body at any Gendssembly meeting in New
Business
a. The petition must have signatures of a minimfitero percent
(10%) of currently enrolled undergraduate students.
b. A petition with more than twenty percent (20%jree
signatures of currently enrolled undergraduatesamiiomatically
be brought to a referendum at the next Generatiglec



c. All petitions will be verified for valid informatio. If any
information is found to be invalid, the petitionlwiot be
considered.

D. Changes or amendments must be passed by a inde-{#/3) vote of the voting members
within two General Assembly meetings after the cotte®'s presentation.

E. If the proposed changes or amendments are pod\agd, then the Rules Committee may
return to the committee and go through the revievegss again. If the failed proposal was a
Constitutional amendment, the committee may naigotihe proposal back to the table during the
semester in which it was originally proposed.

F. Once an amendment to the Constitution has bassed by two thirds (2/3) of the voting
members, the amendment then goes to the Presid8@A who shall sign the amendment or
veto it. If the amendment is approved by the Pegiof SGA, it will be brought to a referendum
at the next General Election.

G. If the amendment is not signed or vetoed byPifesident of SGA, it will automatically be
approved and be brought to a referendum at the@eneral Election.

H. If the amendment has been vetoed, it may beghtdoack to the General Assembly through
New Business. If the amendment is passed by tlueehis (3/4) of the voting members at that
meeting, then the amendment will automatically tmight to a referendum at the next General
Election.

I. The amendment shall be fully ratified upon adcaape of a majority vote of the student body
voting in the election.

ARTICLE VIII

General Provisions
A. This Constitution and General Provisions of the S@&#d amendments thereto, shall be
subject to the rules and regulations of the Unityerd Southern Indiana Board of Trustees.

B. The powers, rights, and privileges grantech®3GA by its Constitution shall not be
abrogated or surpassed by other student a@@ms at the University of Southern Indiana.

C. The Constitution and General Provisions sla&k immediate effect and be enforced when
ratified by a majority of the ballots castan election by the student body and approved by
the University of Southern Indiana Presidamd Board of Trustees.



