Senate Leadership Council
Minutes from the 1st Meeting @ FSU
Friday, May 19, 2006
I. Election of Senate Leadership Council Officers

a. Lauren Mierley, Senate President from UF- elected as Chair

b. Ebony Ivory, Senate President from FAMU- elected as Vice Chair

c. Ebony Ivory, Senate President from FAMU- elected as Secretary

II. Council engages in dialog comparing structures of respective SGAs

a. Uni. of Florida

i. Has political parties

ii. Fiscal Issues- trying to get more input/insight from University Administration on A&S Budget

iii. 50,000 students; $12 million A&S Budget; $8.26 A&S Fee [per credit hour?]
iv. 96 senators elected in Spring & Fall Elections, broken down by college and by “district” 

b. Uni. of South Florida

i. Goals include getting University Administration to regularly speak/visit senate meetings and getting information on student issues and taking action

ii. Has no political parties

iii. $9.5 million A&S Budget; $7 flat fee and $8.11 per credit hour (A&S Fees)

iv. 60 senators broken down by college

c. Florida Gulf Coast University

i. Goals include improving checks and balances; executive branch currently “overpowers” the senate; issues with the campus newspaper
ii. 8,000 students; $2.1 A&S Budget

d. Florida A&M University

i. Has no political parties

ii. $3.3 million A&S Budget; 12,000 students; $10.50 per credit hour A&S Fee

iii. 35 senators, 8 from each class (freshman, sophomore, ect) and 3 graduate senators, elected in fall and spring elections

iv. Goals include institutionalizing processes and procedures within SGA, taking action on issues pertaining to students, improving communication with University Administration

e. Uni. of North Florida

i. Has no political parties

ii. Goals include reaching out to those students who feel left out and not in the “majority”

iii. 15,000 students; $2.6 million A&S Budget; $7.49 per credit hour A&S Fee

iv. 46 senators, 40 @ large, 5 college reps, 1 graduate rep

f. Florida State University

i. Goals include getting more involved in local governmental affairs

ii. $8.6 million A&S Budget, $8.6 per credit hour A&S Fee (credit hours estimated to be 1,000,000)

iii. 80 senators, representing different colleges

III. Council discusses possible issues that it would like to address collectively

a. House Bill regarding visiting terrorist countries

b. USF wrote senate resolution regarding “No Financial Aid for International Students,” which was voted down

c. Textbook prices and professor disclosure forms

d. Coordinating effort for a “divestment in Sudan” campaign, regarding Darfur genocide

e. Increasing knowledge of issues affecting students back to the student body

f. Martin Lee Anderson case (Gabe send information to council members)
g. Increasing SGA/student awareness of Master Plans for respective Universities ( to know where administrators are spending money and if money is actually being spent for student’s benefit)

h. Funding university programs through student A&S fees (Lauren send UF’s 800 codes to everyone)
i. Bright Futures

j. Need Based Aid

k. Voter’s Registration Campaign, presented during FSA
IV. Council is to go back to respective Student Senates and convey to senators the fact together, through FSA, how much control (via $, and student representation) and impact we could potentially have in issues that we are talking about addressing

