SG Senate Minutes

Forty-Seventh Term 

Summer Session 

9 May 2006

Senate is called to order by President Harless at 2:03 PM

Pledge of Allegiance led by Senator Ahmed.

Additions and Deletions to the Agenda

· Addition of Bills 3, 7, and 9 to agenda by Senator Vijapura

Guest Speaker: Andrew Kurcan

· The goals of WBUL for the 06-07 school year. They are currently working on updating the website. News team wants to have a SG Correspondent in order to bring attention to what SG is doing. They want to be at least 500 events throughout the year. Creating new partnerships with student focused organizations and businesses. There will be several new shows added including a political talk show and classical spots. WBUL wants to focus building their name up and become more professional.

· Senator Nathan Davidson: Do you have in call in capabilities? 

· Kurcan: Yes, but we only have one show due to the cost from the Marshall Center. We would also like to have more contests during the summer to clean out their inventory

· Senator Cardillo: Why don’t you publish your schedule in the student planner?

· Kurcan: The problem with the idea is most of our schedule setting occurs the first week of school.

Open Forum

Senator N. Davison: Is the oath of office being omitted?

Harless: We will have the oath in a few minutes

Reports

Senator Bell, SPC: Enlightenment project will be decided on in the up coming weeks. Embracing history and making history will be taking place on August 25.

Senator Vijapura, Rules: Bills 1, 2, 4, and 10 have been removed with 3 and 7 are moving forward. Rules committee meetings will take place on Mondays at 1pm. If interested please talk with Senators Vijapura

Senator Umer, Budget: Budget committee has approved several transfers of funds. 

Senator Murphy, OOC: OOC met at 1pm today. Please sign up for committees. It will be fun!  

SB 47-008 (Approval of Executive Cabinet Structure)

President Harrison and VP Abbasi: Attached to the agenda is the new revamped structure. It includes 3 departments, one Chief Personnel Officer, and one Chief Executive Officer. Executive Budget committee will have fewer members but will have more hours.

Senator N. Davison: How will the Act of the Senate will be documented and be upheld?

Harrison: If this is voted on and is reflected on in the minutes it will be considered an Act. I will also be required to issue an Executive Order stating the new structure.

Senator Polopaun: When it comes to a department, is the entire team responsible for the duties?

President Harrison: Yes, but we need to be able to hold each other accountable, with that each person will have several projects and areas that will be specific to individual positions.

Senator Kowski: In the past, observations have been made that Cabinet members don’t always do their jobs. With the new system how will Cabinet members will be held accountable?

President Harrison: If Cabinet members are not doing their jobs and the VP is not acting the VP needs to be impeached. Most of the time, Cabinet members will be fired if they are not completing their jobs. Senate has access to Cabinet reports and may ask the leadership

Senator Kowski: You are experienced with SG, in the future how will a President who is new to SG take this plan and use it?

President Harrison: Having a set structure and plan does not guarantee an effective Executive Branch. 

Senator Cardillo: Motion to move to discussion.

Murphy: Seconded

Senator N. Davidson: The way the 46th Term decided to allow the Executive Branch to create their own structure and it is up to them to determine their Cabinet’s job descriptions. 

Oath of Office -  

Roll Call Vote for the Approval of the Executive Cabinet Structure

Count: 25 - Yes 0 – No 1- Abstention 

Confirmation of Executive Cabinet

Presented by President Harrison and VP Abbasi

Billy Schmidt – Government Relations

He was the past Director of Academic Affairs. Political Science major and plan on getting his MBA. He has been involved with the Athletic Band holding several positions. 

Senator N. Davison: What is your interpretation of the goals of the department?

Schmidt: we are here to research government issues and give the information to the elected officials to accurately represent students. We will also be fighting for state funds and parking issues on campus.

Senator Poaulopan: Last year we were lobbying against a bill that Senate had incorrect information. How will you prevent this in the future?

Schmidt: Open communication and frequent discussions should alleviate this confusion

Senator Cardillo: How do you handle all of your jobs and activities? 

Schmidt: In the past I have handled it well. I am active with the band and have an additional job. I use time management to balance my interests.

Motion to Vote

Roll Call 25-Yes 0-No 1 – Abstention

Zuheily Rodriguez Chief Personnel Officer

She was an Executive intern. As a member of the previous Cabinet she was involved in Day at the Capitol. SG is important to her because the members are welcoming and she wanted to be involved. 

Senator Cardillo: What was a time you did not live up to your full potential and how you handled it?

Rodriguez: My first semester at USF was very difficult being away from my family and finding my place on campus. I was not fully prepared for college. I became more involved and 

Senator Cardillo: What was your involvement with Day at the Capitol? How do you feel it went?

I called all of the Legislators to make appointments from the legislators and arrange for Senator Crist to speak at the luncheon. I helped set up Meet-A-Bull and was there to assist Silverlee with what needed to happen. I made sure everything was running smoothly.

Senator Bell: What people skills will you bring to the Cabinet?

Rodriguez: I have been involved in high school and on campus in various groups that have allowed me to gain the experience with other people. I have been put in different situations that have made me grow. 

Senator Hashmi: How do you plan on being organized with all of the deadlines and important dates?

Rodriguez: I am very organized with calendars and make sure that I complete all of my paperwork. I also assist others with what they need to accomplish.

Senator Cardillo: Are you planning on taking the MCATs this year?

Rodriguez: I am in the 7 year med program and I may take it in August.

Motion to Vote

Roll Call 24 - Yes 0 - No 1 – Abstention 

Maureen Bishay – Director of Student Life and Development

Former Senator and was the Executive Assistant and Counselor. She is currently working on a structure for a Peer Advising program as part of her honors thesis. I am a Bi-Medical major.

Senator Cardillo: What are some problems you saw in last years Cabinet and how will that change in the future?

Bishay: Last year there was a lack of structure and the new

Senator N. Davison: Once you have all of the information that you have collected in the Peer Advising program what do you plan on doing with the information?

Bishay: The project will move in to the execution phase

Senator Kowski: Where you golf cart trained? Do you feel remorse for hitting a Senator’s car or truck?

Bishay:I am trained and I am sorry for hitting your truck.

Senator Polopaun:What are some of your initiatives for the year?

Bishay: We need to do some secret shopping and analyze what we are currently doing. From there we need to develop a plan to alleviate these issues.

Motion to Vote

Roll Call 24 – yes 1- no 1- abstention

Moment of Silence for Sabrina Khan’s Grandmother who passed away this weekend

Julie Baumann – Director of Student Life and Development

Past Senator of the year and Chair of OOC. She worked with Relay for Life and other various organizations. She is a second-year and taken a few leadership courses which will help her with this position. She is interested in working with organizations.

Senator N. Davison: What are you plans for connecting students?

I want to go to student orgs and connecting them with SG and Athletics with spirit and traditions.

Senator Cardillo: Motion to Vote. We know you are awesome. 

Roll Call 23 – Yes 0 - No 1 – Abstention

Whitney Griffin - Director of Student Life and Development

She is the past Director for Creative Industries. She is an Ambassador and was Secretary. She was responsible for the Pole Painting project.

Senator N. Davison: What is your biggest initiative this year?

Griffin: My largest focus will be to create university wide traditions. This starts with the connections with in the university and the community. I have done this in the past through the ULS committee and my involvement with Emerge.

Motion to Vote

Roll Call 24- Yes 0 – No 1 – Abstention

Sana Gokak – Director for Research and Development

She is a past Senator and a member of the UWC Title IX. Her interests lie within undergraduate research inside and outside the classroom. She did a self-evaluation while on the title IX committee. 

Senator Cardillo: Is your published research scientific? How will your experience assist you with your position in SG?

Gokak: Having the basic skills with research in science has helped me with the research with the Title IX committte.

Senator Bolshivacova: Would you be willing to speak and travel to other universities to gather information.

Gokak: This is something I am interested in doing and a goal of the department.

Motion to Vote

Roll Call 24 - Yes 0 – No 1 – Abstention

Sabrina Kahn - Director for Research and Development

She is a past Senator and was working on the Toilet Paper Project. She is a fourth year student in Biomedical Sciences. She is interested in becoming involved with SG again.

Senator N. Davison: What do you think is the most important aspect to research and development?

Kahn: Having constructive criticism involved when researching. This allows students to make suggestions and benefit the entire student body.

Motion to Vote

Roll Call 25 - Yes 0 – No 1 – Abstention

Kayla Monro – Chief Executive Relations Officer

She was Senator of the Year last year and has worked on our past campaign. She was critical during the campaign with scheduling and communication. She will being working on a marketing campaign for SG and will act as an Executive Assistant. She wants to work on having positive campaigns. 

Senator Davison: What do you plan to do to combat the bad press?

Monro: I am in the process of creating a dialogue with the Oracle and putting out press releases. I believe bad press exists because of issues with communication.

Senator Bell: Do you know any current staff at the Oracle?

Monro: Yes, I know a few because I previously worked with them.

Senator Bell: Do you want to put spin or no spin on SG?

Monro: NO SPIN. We want to be honest and get the information out there for all students.

Motion to Vote

Roll Call 25 - Yes 0 – No 1 – Abstention

David Brickhouse – Government Relations

He is currently a Orientation Leader and unable to make this meeting. He was previously a Justice and the Student Advocate in SRA. He has done a massive amount of research on issues for students other than what is required of his job. He is self motivated and has good creditability with university administration. He has also participated in numerous leadership trainings. 

Senator Bell: When we confirmed him as a Justice he said that he would not resign. Could you explain why he did?

Advisor Brack: Please withdraw the question, Brickhouse is not available to answer this question.

Senator Cardillo: Discussion on the Motion to suspend the rules and vote on the confirmation of Brickhouse

Senator Davison: With the new term, we need to move forward with voting. If we do not vote to confirm then it will be another two weeks before Senate can make the confirmation. When working with the state government timing is important and we should go ahead and vote.

Senator Bell:  I would like to postpone confirmation so I can ask the questions I have towards Brickhouse.

Senator Polopan: I think we are all familiar with Brickhouse and what has happened in the last semester. If you read the Oracle you are familiar with his views. We should move forward and vote.

Senator Cardillo: Half of the current Senate is new and does not know Brickhouse. I think in fairness he needs to be here to answer questions and tell us why he wants to be in this position. 

Senator Bell: Why are we taking advice from the Oracle?

Senator Davison: If you do not feel comfortable voting please abstain.

Senator Vijapura: Brickhouse really cares about the student body and he would like to start as soon as possible. He has gone above and beyond his duties in other positions. I sat in the interview and I believe he is the best choice. Although you may have had questions, these questions have not changed your view points of past Cabinet confirmations.

Senator Cardillo: We are not voting on Brickhouse. We are voting on whether or not we are going to allow the vote of confirmation when he is not present. 

Senator Bolshakova: How about we try to contact him via phone? 

Senator Kowski: Brickhouse has been through various interviews and confirmations in his various positions in SG. If he is qualified for the Supreme Court, he can handle this position.

Senator Bell: Senators volunteer and Brickhouse can volunteer for 2 weeks and then be confirmed. 

Senator Vijapura: Brickhouse will be working over 20 hours a week and for him not to be paid is unacceptable. We have done this before. Why are we having issues with not having the person being present?

Motion to Vote to all the Vote of Confirmation (2/3 Required)

2/3 obtained

Motion to Vote

Roll Call 20 - Yes 0- No 4-Abstentions

Remarks President Harrison – Two confirmations will be forthcoming. These positions are for Student Life and will be posted on the listserv. 

Recess 4:00PM

Roll Call 4:15 PM

Agency Review Board Senator Elections

Harless: ARB is responsible for hiring and firing of agency heads. It is a way for all of SG to get together to help with the agencies.

Nominations for the 3 positions: Polupan, Harman, Bui, and Vijapura.

Senator Monte: If you had an agency head needed to be chosen would you be unbias?

Bui: I am new to SG and I don’t know those involved so I will be unbiased.

Polupan: I do know some those involved although I feel that I can be unbias.

Vijapura: I am very unbiased and not a fan of nepotism. 

 Harman: I will be unbiased and if it comes to voting for the Director of WBUL then I will abstain.

How familiar are you with Chapter 604?

Polupan: I am familiar with it. Ranking 6.

Vijapura: Ranking 9.9. As part of the rules committee I am extremely aware of the Chapter and am working to correct any issues.

Harmon: I am familiar with them mainly because of the events that happened last semester

Bui: Ranking 5-6. I have read them all

What changes will you recommend to ARB?

Vijapura: I would want ARB to focus on 

Harmon: ARB is a review board not a hiring board. I would want to see the Executive Branch to be more involved.

Bui: I agree with Harmon. I don’t know much about their current issues because I am new

Polupan: I would want to first get in the position first and then possibly make suggestions

What are the qualifications that you feel agency directors need to have

Harmon: Director qualifications need to be reevaluated by ARB.

Bui: Leadership skills to keep the agency running and experience with the subject.

Polupan: Ask each agency members to see what they are looking for in a supervisor and this depends on what agency it is.

Vijapura: One issue from the past was the lack of knowledge about the agency in the candidates. It is the responsibility of ARB to poll the agency members to find more qualified directors and keep ARB members informed about qualifications for the position.

Discussion

Senator Cardillo: Harmon is a strong candidate because of his determination and he does his research. Polupan is a fair and involved person and would be a great asset. Vijapura can become unprofessional and I think this will be a problem.

Murphy: Bui is very dedicated and is looking to become involved. Polupan is also very involved and would be great for the position

Kowski: Harmon is a great person but he has a direct connection with WBUL. I feel that he maybe bias when it comes to pay raises and I feel that we need to elect those who are representing Senate rather than WBUL.

Senator Cardillo: We are all involved with different organizations. Harmon is involved with WBUL and he said this will not effect his decisions

Senator Davison: Harmon cares about the student body and he is there to represent all interests not just those organizations in which he is involved.

Motion to Vote

ARB Members : Bui, Polupan, and Harmon

Election of Executive Budget Committee

Duties of the committee are attached to the agenda

Members: Comptroller King, Harless, Ahmed, Davison, Cardillo, Hashmi, Vijapura

Chair closed committee

Motion to Overturn the decision of the chair

Motion Passes

Nomination list: Cardillo, Hashmi, and Kowski

Cardillo has been a Senator for a year and has served on the Budget committee. I was also elected as the co-chair for the 3 weeks. I have spoken with numerous student orgs about their funding

Hashmi has also served on the Budget committee and is very interested in budgets.

Kowski has served on most of the Senate committees including Budget and has various experience with other student organizations.

Senator Villa: Will you be available in the next month to help with this committee?

Each Senator will be available.

Motion for Discussion

Senator Vijapura: They have all served in the Budget committee. Kowski has the most experience and this is needed when evaluating the Exec budget. All are qualified candidates. I believe Cardillo would not be a good choice because his lack of professionalism in meetings.

Senator Davison: Cardillo is here this summer to be a part of SG. He is dedicated and puts in time for the benefit of Senate.

Senator Polupan: It is commendable that Cardillo is here this summer to serve SG.

Senator Villa: I believe the two best candidates are Hashmi and Kowski.

Motion to vote

Results: Hashmi and Kowski

Legislation on First Reading

Bill 47-003 – Absentee Ballots – Author Chirag Vijapura

-Senate will not be able to suspend the rules to accept absentee ballots

Motion to Table

Bill 47-007  - Succession for Chairing the meeting - Author Chirag Vijapura

Motion to Table

Bill 47-009 – Striking out Chapter 303 – Author Devin Lee

Legislative Announcements

Roll Call

Adjourn at 5:10 PM

