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Title 1

The Pre-Election Process

Chapter 100

Election Timeline

Monday, January 18, 8:00 AM EST

Statement of Intent Form & Election Packet Available!
Dean of Students Office, SAC W301

Monday, January 18 5:00 PM EST

First Interest Meeting
TBD

Friday, January 22, 5:00 PM EST

Second Interest Meeting
TBD

Monday, February 1, 12:00 PM EST

All Forms Due

Submit Physical Copy to Student Life Office, SAC W310, and
Electronic Copy to the Chief Justice.?

NOTICE: LATE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

Monday, February 1, 6:00 PM EST

Candidacy Confirmation

The Dean of Students Office and the Chief Justice will post a list
of eligible candidates.

Wednesday, February 3, 8:00 AM EST

Campaigning Begins

Friday, February 5, 7:00 PM EST

Deadline for Removal from Ballot

TBD, 7:00 PM EST

SGA Supreme Court Sponsored Debate?
TBD

Monday, February 15, 12:00 AM EST
to
Thursday, February 18, 12:01 AM EST

Election Days*

Thursday, February 18, 12:00 PM EST

Slate Campaign Value Reports (SCVR) and Campaign
Value Reports (CVR) Due

Submit Physical Copy to the Dean of Students Office, SAC
W301, and Electronic Copy to the Chief Justice

Friday, February 19, 12:00 PM EST

Announcement of Preliminary Results
TBD

NOTICE: In the event one or more election-related cases are
filed, the Supreme Court shall SEAL the results and postpone
this announcement.

Sunday, February 21, 7:00 PM EST

Remove Campaign Material

Monday, February 22, 6:00 PM EST

Election-Related Hearings
TBD

Monday, February 29, 12:00 AM EST
to
Thursday, March 4, 12:01 AM EST

Run-Off Election

Friday, March 5, 12:00 PM EST

Announcement of Run-Off Results
TBD

! Cross-Reference SGA By-Laws § 605.2.
2 Cross-Reference SGA By-Laws § 605.3.
3 Cross-Reference SGA By-Laws § 611.1.

4 Cross-Reference SGA By-Laws § 604.1(a), (c).
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Chapter 101 Election Scope and Voter Eligibility

101.1  FElections Governed by SGAGER: The Student Body President, Student Body
Executive Vice President, Student Body Academic Vice President, and Student Body
Services Vice President,> and the College President, College Vice President, and
College Senators of any Unit of Enrollment that opts to participate in the SGA
General Election,®shall be elected in the SGA General Election.

101.2  Voter Eligibility for University-Wide Elections: Any student currently enrolled at the
University of Louisville and taking one (1) or more hours is eligible to vote for the
offices of Student Body President, Student Body Executive Vice President, Student
Body Academic Vice President, and Student Body Services Vice President.”

101.3  Voter Eligibility for College Elections: Any student current enrolled at the University
of Louisville and taking one (1) or more hours is eligible to vote for the offices of
College President, College Vice President, and College Senator within his or her Unit
of Enrollment.

101.4  Voter Eligibility Determination: The Dean of Students shall determine a voter’s Unit
of Enrollment and eligibility from the information on file with the University Office
of the Registrar.

Chapter 102 Candidate Eligibility and Certification

102.1 Candidate Eligibility: To be eligible to run for office in the SGA General Election, a
student must—

(a). Meet all of the qualifications outlined in the SGA Constitution and the SGA
By-Laws;8
(b). Complete the “Application for Candidacy Forms” by the deadline set in

SGAGER Chapter 100;° and,

(c). Be confirmed by the Dean of Students as a student in “Good Academic
Standing” based on the requirements of the student’s Unit of Enrollment.!?

A student may not be a candidate for more than one (1) office in any single SGA
General Election.!!

102.2  Certification of Candidacy: The Supreme Court shall certify a student as a candidate
if the student satisfies the requirements of SGAGER Chapter 102.1.12

5 Cross-Reference SGA Constitution § 4.7.1; SGA By-Laws § 603.1.

¢ Cross-Reference SGA Constitution § 5.6.1; SGA By-Laws § 603.2.

7 Cross-Reference SGA Constitution § 2.2; SGA By-Laws § 607.3.

8 Cross-Reference SGA Constitution § 4.7.2 (Student Body President and Vice Presidents).

% Cross-Reference SGA By-Laws §§ 602.2(j), 601.1

10 Cross-Reference SGA Constitution § 4.7.2(b) (Student Body President and Vice Presidents).
11 Cross-Reference SGA Constitution §§ 4.7.5, 5.6.4.

12 Cross-Reference SGA By-Laws § 602.2(b).
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102.3  Withdraw Candidacy: To withdraw from the SGA General Election, a candidate
must contact, by electronic mail, the Chief Justice and the Dean of Students prior to
the deadline set in SGAGER Chapter 100.

Chapter 103 Slates
103.1 Slate Declaration: Candidates for Student Body President and Student Body Executive
Vice President are not required to file as part of a slate to be eligible for candidacy, but have the
option to do so.
(a). Slates will consist of the unified campaigns of two candidates only,
respectively seeking the offices of Student Body President and Student

Body Executive Vice President.

(b). Candidates choosing to campaign as a slate must declare their intention to do so by the
Statement of Intent Form & Election Packet due date, via the election form.

(©). Candidates choosing to campaign as a slate may campaign with and promote each other
freely, so long as their activities meet the guidelines outlined under Title II.

(d). Candidates may not endorse nor promote any candidate not on his or her slate through any
form of physical or digital media (flyers, posters, chalking, etc.).

(e). Candidates may not pool funds utilized for election materials or campaigning purposes with
any candidate not on his or her slate.

. Although candidates may share a unified campaign, they will be elected to their respective
offices as individuals.

(2). Candidates may not file with more than one slate during a given election cycle.
Chapter 104 The Ballot and Other Provisions

104.1 Online Balloting: Ballots shall be cast using the U-Link online voting system during
the time indicated for voting in SGAGER Chapter 100.13

104.2 Ballot Design: Ballots shall conformto the following guidelines:!4

(a). Notwithstanding any other provisionin the SGAGER, the ballot shall display
only those races in which the voteris eligible to vote.

(b). The ballot shall list all candidates for a single office on a single page.!s

(c). The ChiefJustice shall determine the order in which the candidate appear on

the ballot “by lot.”16

(d). The ballot shall display each candidate’s name in the form on file with the
University Office of the Registrar. A different name may be used if approved
by the Chief Justice.

(e). The ballot shall not reference a candidate’s slate affiliation.1?

. The ballot shall include the option of “Move to Next Race.” Selecting “Move
to Next Race” shall not be recorded as a vote for purposes of the SGA General
Election tallies.
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104.3 One Student, One Vote: A voter shall cast no more than one (1) ballot. Voting by
proxy is prohibited.!8

104.4 Polling Stations: Personal computers and laptops may not be utilized as an “ad hoc”
polling station by any person during the SGA General Election.

Chapter 105 Interest Meetings

105.1 Interest Meetings: The ChiefJustice may hold a series of interest meetings to explain
election procedures for potential candidates.

13 Cross-Reference SGA By-Laws § 602.2(a).
4 Cross-Reference SGA By-Laws § 602.2(c).
15 Cross-Reference SGA By-Laws § 607.6.
16 Cross-Reference SGA By-Laws § 607.6.
17 Cross-Reference SGA By-Laws § 607.5.
18 Cross-Reference SGA By-Laws § 607.2.
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Title II

Campaigning

Chapter 200 Definitions

200.1

“Campaigning” means any act or omission that promotes any candidate or slate of
candidates, or solicits votes for any candidate or slate of candidates.

200.2 “Campaign Material” means any paraphernalia bearing the name of a candidate or
slate including, but not limited to flyers, pamphlets, buttons, clothing, and
advertisements.

200.3 “Slate Material” means any campaign material that includes more than one
candidate’s name or picture.

200.4 “Approved Bulletin Board” means any general information bulletin board that is not
a faculty, departmental, library, computer lab, or residence hall bulletin board.

200.5 “Off-campus” means any location that is not “on-campus.” For purposes of the
SGAGER, the University Department of Public Safety shall determine the
boundaries of the University campus.

200.6 “Slate” means a pair of candidates running for the respective offices of Student Body
President and Student Body Executive Vice President under a common name or platform.
The candidate composition of a slate shall not include candidates running for offices
other than Student Body President and Student Body Executive Vice President.

Chapter 201 On-Campus Campaigning

201.1 Time Restrictions: Campaigning is prohibited prior to the time set for the
commencement thereof in SGAGER Chapter 100.

201.2 Place Restrictions: Campaigning is prohibited—

(a). In University-owned or affiliated residence halls;

(b). Unless authorized by the Supreme Court, at Student Government
Association meetings, events, and functions;

(c). In University classrooms;

(d). In University computer labs;

(e). In University libraries;

. In Designated study areas; and,

(). On an Election Day, within twenty-five (25) feet of a University-

designated computer lab.

(h). On an Election Day, in the University Student Activities Center.

19 Illustration: Based on hypothetical F.T.E. numbers, the College of Arts & Sciences is entitled to eight (8) College

Senators.
positions.

A slate may not run nine (9) candidates for the eight (8) available College of Arts & Sciences senatorial
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201.3 Manner Restrictions: Campaigning shall conformto the followingprovisions:

(a). Unless authorized by the Chief Justice, campaigning with the aid of an
amplification device is prohibited.

(b). Use of chalk or paint must adhere to the guidelines established in the
University of Louisville Student Handbook, which provides:

Chalking is permitted only on sidewalks using light colored chalk
in open, horizontal areas so as to allow for eventual removal by
rainfall. Do not chalk under an overhang[,] on the buildings[,] or
under ramps. Chalking is not permitted directly in front of
doorways or on stairs to the building. Chalking is also not
permitted on the sidewalks around the Speed Art Museum and
within 50 feet of any of the Residence Halls. The use of industrial
chalk or paint on sidewalks or buildings is prohibited.20

(©). The display of campaign material on approved bulletin boards—
1. Shall not exceed eight and one-half inches (8.5”) by eleven inches
(11”); and,
2. Shall be affixed by tacks or staples.

No candidate may be represented more than once on any single approved
bulletin board.

(d). Campaigning through electronic mail distributed through a University or
Recognized Student Organization “ListServ” is prohibited.

(e). Campaigning through OrgSyncis prohibited.
. Campaigning through a University-hosted website is prohibited.

201.4 General Exemption: Notwithstanding this SGAGER Title II, a candidate may take
reasonable steps to organize his or her campaign or slate prior to the time set for the
commencement of campaigning in SGAGER Chapter 100.

Chapter 202 Off-Campus Campaigning

202.1 Off-campus campaigning shall be subject to the SGAGER, and to any additional
regulations that the off-campus venue may impose.

Title III

Campaign Finance and Endorsements

Chapter 300 Definitions

300.1 A “Campaign Value Report” (CVR) means a document that shall include—

2 A copy of the University of Louisville Student Handbook is available from the Dean of Students Office at
https://louisville.edu/dos/students/studentpoliciesandprocedures/student-handbook (last visited November 10, 2014).
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(a). A typewritten list of the candidate’s campaign expenditures;
(b). A proof-of-purchase for all of the candidate’s campaign expenditures;

(©). A typewritten list of the candidate’s monetary and in-kind contributions to
his or her slate, if applicable; and,

(d). A typewritten list of all persons and entities who made monetary or in-kind
contributions to the candidate, the fair market value of the contribution, and
the date of the contribution, if applicable.?!

300.2 A “Slate Campaign Value Report” (SCVR) means a documentthat shall include—

(a). A typewritten list of all candidates affiliated with the slate;

(b). A typewritten list of the slate’s campaign expenditures;

(©). A proof-of-purchase for all of the slate’s campaign expenditures; and,

(d). A typewritten list of all persons and entities who made monetary or in-kind

contributions to the slate, the fair market value of the contribution, and the
date of the contribution, if applicable.?2

Chapter 301 Campaign Value Reports
301.1 All candidates must submit a CVR by the deadline set in SGAGER Chapter 100.

301.2 Any candidate who fails to submit a complete and accurate CVR shall be subject to
sanction.

Chapter 302 Slate Campaign Value Reports
302.1 All slates must also submitan SCVR by the deadlineset in SGAGER Chapter 100.

302.2 If a slate fails to submit a complete and accurate SCVR by the deadline set in
SGAGER Chapter 100, all affiliated slate candidates shall be subject to sanction.

Chapter 303 Campaign Contributions and Endorsements
303.1 With respect to monetary and in-kind contributions—

(a). Except as otherwise provided in this SGAGER Chapter 303, no Recognized
Student Organization shall make any monetary or in-kind contribution to
any candidate or slate; and

(b). Except as otherwise provided in this SGAGER Chapter 303, no University
department, entity, or affiliate shall make any monetary or in-kind
contribution to any candidate or slate.

303.2 With respect to endorsements—

(a). Except the Student Government Association and its subdivisions, any
Recognized Student Organization may endorse any candidate or slate; and

2 Jllustration: For an example of a CVR, see SGAGER Appendix B.

2 Jllustration: For an example of a SCVR, see SGAGER Appendix C.
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(b). Except as otherwise provided in this SGAGER Chapter 303, no University
department, entity, or affiliate shall endorse any candidate or slate.

Chapter 304 Aggregate Expenditure Limits

304.1 The sum total of a candidate’s campaign expenditures, and a candidate’s
contributions to his or her slate, shall not exceed—

(a). For the Office of the Student Body President, five-hundred dollars
($500.00);

(b). For the Office of the Student Body Vice President, five-hundred dollars
($500.00);

(©). For the Office of College President, two-hundred dollars ($200.00);

(d). For the Office of the College Vice President, two-hundred dollars ($200.00);
and,

(e). For the Office of the College Senator, one-hundred-fifty dollars ($150.00).

Title IV

Materials and Services Provided by the Supreme Court

Chapter 400 Candidate Profile

400.1 The Supreme Court shall afford each candidate the opportunity to post no more than
two-hundred and fifty (250) plain text words regarding his or her candidacy on the
Student Government Association website.

Chapter 401 Other Resources
401.1 Candidates may use University computers to prepare campaign materials.

401.2 Candidates may use Student Government Association photographic reproduction
equipment in accordance with the Student Senate’s guidelines, if any.23

Title V

Post-Election Process

Chapter 500 Unofficial Election Results

500.1 The Supreme Court shall announce the unofficial results of the SGA General
Election at the time set in SGAGER Chapter 100.

500.2 Any candidate or his or her representative may contest the validity of the unofficial
results by filing a petition no later than seventy-two (72) hours following the
Supreme Court’'s announcement of the unofficial results.

2 Cross-Reference SGA By-Laws § 606.1.
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Chapter 501 Official Election Results

501.1 The unofficial election results shall become official only if two-thirds (2/3) of the
Supreme Court vote to certify the results.

501.2 The officialresults shall be posted on the Student Government Association’s website,
and shall be published in The Cardinal.

Chapter 502 Clean-Up Policy

502.1 All campaign materials must be removed from University property by the deadline
set in SGAGER Chapter 100.

502.2 The Student Government Association encourages candidates to recycle all suitable
materials.

Title VI

Penalties and Election Contests

Chapter 600 Definitions
600.1 “Good Faith” means a negligent violation of the SGAGER or of University policy.

600.2 “Bad Faith” means an intentional or reckless violation of the SGAGER or of
University policy.

600.3 A “de minimis violation” means a violation that is unlikely to accrue votes to the
wrongdoer.

600.4 A “frivolous claim” means a claim or argument that the party knows, or reasonably
ought to know, to lack merit.

600.5 “Supporter” means any person who acts on behalf or for the benefit of a candidate.
Chapter 601 Burden of Proof, Evidentiary Standard, and Liability

601.1 Burden of Proof: In all cases the burden of proving an actual or attempted violation
of the SGAGER or of University policy shall rest with the party alleging the
violation.

601.2 Evidentiary Standard: In all cases the evidentiary standard shall be a
preponderance of the evidence.

601.3 Liability: A candidate shall be liable for his or her own acts and omissions, and those
of his or her supporters.

601.4 Residual Clause: Each candidate is expected to conduct his or her campaign with
integrity and in a manner befitting a future leader of the University of Louisville
Student Body. Notwithstanding whether the SGAGER or University policy
specifically prohibits it, any act or omission unbecoming of a candidate shall subject
the candidate to sanction under this SGAGER Section 601.4.
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Chapter 602 Assessment of Sanctions

602.1

602.2

602.3

602.4

Sanctions Generally: Notwithstanding any provision of the SGAGER, the Supreme
Court shall determine the form, manner, and severity of any sanction in its sole
discretion.24

Vote Sanctions: Vote sanctions shall be assessed—

(a). If against a candidate for Student Body President, Student Body Vice
President, College President, or College Vice President—out of the total
number of votes cast in the candidate’s race; and,

(b). If against a candidate for College Senator—out of the total number of votes
cast for the candidate.

De Minimis Violations: The Supreme Court may decline to consider any claim arising
from a de minimis violation of the SGAGER or of University policy.

Frivolous Claims: The Supreme Court may sanction any person who advances a
frivolous claim.

Title VII

Election Circuits and Advisory Opinions

Chapter 700 Election Circuit System

700.1

700.2

700.3

700.4

700.5

Establishment of Circuit Court System: The Chief Justice shall divide all “Units of
Enrollment” participating in the SGA General Election into one (1) or more “Election
Circuits,” and shall designate one (1) or more Associate Justices, the ChiefJustice, or
both, to preside over each Election Circuit as a “Circuit Justice.”

Unassigned Circuits: The Chief Justice shall be the Circuit Justice of all unassigned
Election Circuits.

Powers and Duties of Circuit Justices: The presiding Circuit Justice(s) shall have
broad authority to conduct the administrative affairs of the SGA General Election on
behalf of the Supreme Court. Duties of the presiding Circuit Justice shall include
providing written clarification as to the meaning of the SGAGER or of University
policy,and accepting all petitions filed by eligible persons within his or her assigned
Election Circuit.

Referral: A Circuit Justice to whom a matter is presented may refer it to the
Supreme Court for determination.

Reservation Clause: On the request of an interested party, or sua sponte,a majority
of the Justices of the Supreme Court may vacate, modify, or affirm any action taken
by a Circuit Justice.

2 Cross-Reference SGA Constitution § 6.4.3.

SGAGER 9 2016



Chapter 701 Advisory Opinions

701.1 The Supreme Court may issue “Advisory Opinions” regarding any provision of the
SGAGER.

701.2 Advisory opinions shall be titled /n re [Questioner's Name].

701.3 An advisory opinion is effective only for the SGA General Election in which the
Supreme Court issued it.

701.4 An advisory opinion may be challenged in an original action filed with the Supreme

Court.
Title VIII
Run-OffElection
Chapter 800 Run-OffElection Process

800.1 General Procedure: In the event of a run-off election, the run-off election shall be
held pursuant to the timeline set in SGAGER Chapter 100, and shall be governed by
the SGAGER, except as provided within this Title VIII.2»s

800.2 Balloting: The placement of each candidate’s name on the ballot will be identical to
the original ballot; the names of candidates not involved in the run-off will be
removed from the ballot.

800.3 Aggregate Expenditure Limitation: Each candidate’s aggregate expenditure limit, as
described in SGAGER Chapter 304, shall be increased by twenty-five percent (25%).

800.4 CVR and SCVR: Each candidate must file an additional CVR and SCVR, if
applicable, no later than twenty-four (24) hours prior to the conclusion of the run-off
election. The CVR and SCVR shall be prepared in the same manner as described in
SGAGER Title III.

25 Cross-Reference SGA Constitution § 4.7.1.
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Appendix A

The 2016 Election Circuit Assignments and Contact Information

Sarah Pennington, Chief Justice
College of Arts and Sciences

Assigned Circuits: TBD
E-Mail: smpenn04@louisville.edu
Phone: (606) 571-7649

Emily Meyer, Senior Associate Justice
Brandeis School of Law

Assigned Circuits: TBD
E-Mail: eemeye01@louisville.edu

Pratik Bhade, Associate Justice
School of Business

Assigned Circuits: TBD
E-Mail: pratik.bhade@louisville.edu

Taylor Forns, Associate Justice
Health Science Campus

Assigned Circuits: TBD
E-Mail: teforn01@]louisville.edu

Gabriel Draper, Associate Justice
J.B. Speed School of Engineering

Assigned Circuits: TBD
E-Mail: gabriel.draper@gmail.com

Macey Mayes, Associate Justice
College of Arts and Sciences

Assigned Circuits: TBD
E-Mail: memaye03@louisville.edu

VACANCY, Associate Justice

Assigned Circuits: N/A
E-Mail: N/A

SGAGER 11

2016



Appendix B
Model Campaign Value Report

[OFFICE SOUGHT BY CANDIDATE]

I, [NAME], understand that a Campaign Value Report must be submitted by the time set in
SGAGER Chapter 100. I further understand that failure to submit a timely and accurate
Campaign Value Report shall result in a violation of the SGAGER.

Table A:
Candidate’s Campaign Expenditures

Good or Service: Cost or Fair Market Value: Proof-of-Purchase Designation Number:

Total Expenditures: $0,000.00

Table B:
Candidate’s Contributions to Slate

Good or Service: Cost or Fair Market Value:

Contribution to Slate: $0,000.00

Table C: Contributions to
Candidate

Donor: Good or Service: Date of Contribution: Fair Market Value:

Total Contributions: $0,000.00

Table D:
Proof-of-Purchase Designations

In this portion, each candidate must scan and attach legible copies of proofs-of-purchase for
all campaign expenditures. Each proof-of-purchase image must be assigned the “designation
number” as reportedin Table A, e.g., “Receipt 1.”

I, [NAME], hereby represent to the Supreme Court of the Student Government Association of
the University of Louisville that, to the best of my knowledge, the representations contained
herein are true.

/s/ CANDIDATE’S SIGNATURE MONTH DAY, YEAR
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Appendix C
Model Slate Campaign Value Report

[SLATE NAME]

The undersigned understand that a Slate Campaign Value Report must be submitted by the
time set in SGAGER Chapter 100. The undersigned further understand that failure to
submit a timely and accurate Slate Campaign Value Report shall result in a violation of the
SGAGER.

Table A: Slate
Candidates

Position: Candidate:

Table B:
Slate Expenditures

Good or Service: Cost or Fair Market Value: Proof-of-Purchase Designation Number:

Total Expenditures: $0,000.00

Table C: Contributions
to Slate

Donor: Good or Service: Date of Contribution: Fair Market Value:

Total Contributions: $0,000.00

Table D:
Proof-of-Purchase Designations

In this portion, the slate must scan and attach legible copies of proofs-of-purchase for all slate
campaign expenditures. Each proof-of-purchase image must be assigned the “designation
number” as reportedin Table B, e.g., “Receipt 1.”

The undersigned hereby represent to the Supreme Court of the Student Government
Association of the University of Louisville that, to the best of our knowledge, the
representations contained herein are true.

/s/ ALL CANDIDATES’ SIGNATURES MONTH DAY, YEAR
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Appendix D

Violation Notification Form?26

% %k ok ok ok ok ok ok kX%

SUPREME COURT
OF THE STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE

[YOUR NAME]
Petitioner,
CASE NO. 15—

[NAME OF OTHER PARTY]
Respondent.

~— O O O N N N N

STATEMENT OF FACTS

This Section must, in numbered paragraphs, describe the alleged violation; state the date,
time, and place of the violation;, and disclose the identity and contact information for any
known witnesses.

ARGUMENT

This Section must clearly and accurately state the specific provision or provisions of the SGA
Constitution, SGA By-Laws, SGAGER, or University policy that the complaining party alleges
that the opposing party has violated.

The complaining party should also cite to any relevant decisions by the SGA Supreme Court,
or to any other persuasive body of authority.

CONCLUSION

This Section must clearly and accurately set forth the relief sought by the complaining party.
This Section must also include the following statement:

I hereby represent to the Supreme Court of the Student Government
Association my belief in good faith that to the best of my knowledge the
allegations contained herein are true.

The statement must be followed by the physical or digital signature of the complaining party,
his or her contactinformation, and the name of the candidate(s) he or she represents, if any.

% %k ok ok ok ok ok ok kX%

A completed version of this form shall be filed electronically with the Chief Justice and with
the assigned Circuit Justice, if any.2?

2% Cross-Reference SGA By-Laws § 608.3.
27 Cross-Reference SGA By-Laws § 701.1.
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