General Policies for RSCO Recognition
What is a Registered Student Club/Organization?

A Registered Student Club/Organization (RSCO) at Mercyhurst College is any group consisting of students enrolled at Mercyhurst, formed to contribute to those students' educational growth, recreation, and/or personal development needs.  Most importantly, the RSCO is registered with the Office of the Student Union & Student Activities and Mercyhurst Student Government.

Relationship Statement with Student Clubs/Organizations

Registration of your student group is necessary before College facilities, services and/or resources will be available including linking to a club webpage from Lakernet. Registration is facilitated through the Office of the Student Union & Student Activities.  The Office of the Student Union & Student Activities will maintain a list of all RSCOs as public information.  Registration and eligibility for Mercyhurst College rights and privileges shall neither be withheld nor denied on the basis or race, color, religion, gender, physical impairment national and/or ethnic origin, or age.

All undergraduate student clubs/organizations seeking eligibility for Mercyhurst College rights and privileges must be registered by the Office of the Student Union & Student Activities.  Graduate student organizations seeking eligibility for Mercyhurst College rights and privileges are also required to register. 
Registration & Approval Process for Student Clubs/Organizations

 In order to be officially “recognized” as a club/organization at Mercyhurst College, a group must submit the following documentation to the Office of the Student Union & Student Activities or the Vice President of Mercyhurst Student Government:

a. Its proposed constitution and bylaws 

b. The name, phone number and email address of the college employee who will act as the club’s/organization's advisor

c. A list of prospective student membership, if applicable.

1. Approval lasts for the duration of one calendar year, after which time the following information must be resubmitted in order for the club/organization to be officially recognized for the next academic year:

a. A current/up-to-date constitution and bylaws

b. Current/up-to-date advisor information

c. The Year End Review and Reapplication Form (located in Section VI of this manual)
2. A group must meet the following criteria to be registered as a RSCO:

a. Provide cultural, social, economic and/or educational advantages to the Mercyhurst College community.

b. Demonstrate proof of significant interest and participation (i.e. a petition). 

c. Provide the names and contact information of its student leadership team.

d. Provide open membership to the entire Mercyhurst College community.

3. If at any time, the Director of the Student Union & Student Activities becomes aware that any particular RSCO is not following the established criteria, that RSCO may be reviewed to determine whether it will continue to be recognized.

Registration of the RSCO will be approved unless the College finds that the organization:

· promotes goals or exhibits behaviors that are inconsistent with acceptable conduct at a Roman Catholic College, or 

· refuses to comply with federal or state laws including the Board of Trustees policies or College rules and regulations, or

· seeks to accomplish objectives, goals and/or activities through violence, or 

· engages in activities that interfere with the discipline and normal activities of the College or the rights of others, or

· seeks personal gain, or 
· engages in activities that present danger to property, personnel, and/or functions of the College.

In registering the RSCO, the Office of the Student Union/Student Activities must ensure that the purpose of the organization is consistent with the mission and goals of Mercyhurst College and its Catholic, Mercy character.  The administration of the College reserves the right to review such decisions, offer guidance on them, and even intervene when necessary, if the educational values and mission of the College appear to be undermined.

The Director of the Student Union & Student Activities may resolve disputes, challenges, and exceptions to the registration policies.  Registration of the RSCO does not constitute College endorsement or approval of the practices or activities of the organization.  However, it does signify willingness on the part of the organization to comply with state law and the rules, regulations and policies of the College and its Board of Trustees.

Categories of Student Organizations

RSCOs at Mercyhurst College are categorized based upon their relationship to the College, and their overall goals and purpose.

Administrative:  These are RSCOs that have a special administrative relationship with the College due to their function, purpose and overall representation of the student body.

All Other Student Clubs/Organizations: All other RSCOs are categorized into one of the following categories based upon their purpose and goals:

· Those groups, which are sponsored by an academic department or major, would include academic, professional and honorary organizations.  The individual departments will monitor these groups.

· Special interest groups would include social, recreational, and community service.  These groups will be monitored by the Office of Student Union & Student Activities and the advisor to the club/organization.

· Groups whose nature is religious will be approved for recognition in consultation with, monitored by and work in conjunction with the College Campus Ministry Office, utilizing the following criteria:
· Groups will present their required documents to the Director of the Student Union & Student Activities who will in turn seek the input and approval of the Campus Ministry Office as to the appropriateness of the group in regard to the college’s Catholic identity and mission.  The religious group will be required to sign a “Covenant of Understanding” which sets forth specific requirements for campus religious groups seeking recognition.  The refusal to sign said covenant will be seen as grounds to refuse recognition to the organization under the guidelines established by Mercyhurst Student Government.
· Monitoring for compliance will be done on a regular basis by a liaison chosen from the Campus Ministry Office and violations of said covenant will be grounds for removal of college recognition after thirty (30) calendar days in which the violations have been brought to the attention of the religious group, that it has been demonstrated that refusal or inability to comply has been established and that the Director of the Student Union & Student Activities and the executive board of Mercyhurst Student Government have been notified.  Religious groups may always seek to be reinstated as a RSCO after the appropriate re-application process stated above has taken place. 
Once registered, the RSCO may take advantage of the following privileges:

· Use of the Mercyhurst name, with prior approval by the Office of Public Relations.
· Use of college facilities as available

· Listing in the College and Mercyhurst Student Government Directories
· Listing on the Organizations webpage of Lakernet
· Posting of RSCO events, meetings, etc. in the Tuesday Afternoon email and the online Student Activities calendar

· Posting of RSCO flyers in accordance with “Mercyhurst College Signage Rules and Regulations” located in Section I of this manual. 

· Request recognition from the Mercyhurst Student Government, which will provide some funding and philanthropy opportunities for the RSCO as well as membership in the Presidents Club.

Organization Responsibilities
· The RSCO should agree that the exercise of freedom of expression would be done in a peaceful, non-disruptive manner and with appropriate consideration of and respect for differing points of view.

· The sponsoring RSCO shall have overall responsibility for the general behavior of persons attending a program or activity and for any illegal acts either engaged in or knowingly permitted by the club/organization. Individuals shall also be held responsible for such actions.  
· Officers of an RSCO shall have primary responsibility for activities of the RSCO and its guests and their compliance with College policy.

Prohibited Activities
· The RSCO may not represent or imply in any manner that it speaks for, or in the name of, Mercyhurst College.

· The RSCO may not use the name of the Mercyhurst College or abbreviations, nicknames, or other familiar forms thereof, as part of its own name without prior approval.  
· The RSCO may not use the seal or other trademarks of Mercyhurst College without authorization from Mercyhurst College.

Rights of the College
· To limit and/or restrict the on-campus activity of any RSCO, registered or unregistered, whose purposes and activities are directly contrary to the institution’s stated mission, core values and founding traditions.

· To exclude funding or other forms of College support for particular events which involve the organized advocacy of positions or activities which are deemed contrary to the institution's mission, core values and founding traditions.

· To regulate the time, place, and manner of all on-campus student activities and expression, and to prohibit any activity, speech, or expression that is deemed by the administration to create a clear and present danger.

· To impose discipline, as deemed appropriate through its student judicial system, upon any student or RSCO whose conduct violates College policy or codes of conduct or goes beyond that which is protected by this particular policy.

