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Title I: General Provisions
Chapter 1: Code of Student Governance

§ 101 Contents and Designation of the Code

The statues embraced in this and the following titles, chapters, and sections of this act shall constitute, and be designated and cited as the “Code of Student Governance,” hereinafter referred to as “the Code” or “this code.”

§ 102 Effective Date of the Code

All the provisions of this Code shall be in force upon their enactment.
Chapter 2: Rules of Construction

§ 201 Rules of Construction

In the construction of this Code and of all statutes, the rules shall be observed as set forth in this title, unless the construction would be inconsistent with the manifest intention of the Student Senate.

§ 202 Duties Assigned to an Agency

Whenever a duty or responsibility is imposed upon an agency, department, or office of the Student Government in this Code, the duty or responsibility is imposed upon the chief executive officer of that agency.

§ 203 Errors Not to Invalidate Statute

Spelling, grammatical, typographical, or punctuation errors shall not invalidate a statute.

§ 204 Gender

Words importing the masculine gender include the feminine as well.

§ 205 Number

The singular includes the plural, and the plural includes the singular.

§ 207 Severability

Any provision of this Code, or the application thereof, which is held invalid by a court of Student Government, or the governing or administrative authority of the University, shall not affect the validity of other statutes, provisions or applications of this Code that can be executed without the invalid provisions or applications.  The provisions of all statutes are severable unless:

(1) The statute specifically provides that its provisions are not severable; 
(2) It is apparent that two or more statutes or provisions must operate in accordance with one another.
§ 208 Tense
Words used in the past or present tense shall include the future.
§ 209 United States Standard Eastern Time

In all statutes, orders, decrees, rules and regulations relating to the time of performance of any act by any officer or agency of the Student Government, or relating to the time in which any rights shall accrue, it shall be understood and intended that the time applicable thereto, or referred to, or implied therein, shall be United States standard Eastern time, or daylight saving time, during and when such is in effect.
§ 210 Weekends and Holidays

(1) When a Student Government proceeding is directed by statute to be held on a particular day of a month, if that day be Sunday or any legal holiday within the meaning of § 2.1-21 of the Code of Virginia, the proceeding shall be held or the proceeding shall take place on the next day that is neither Sunday nor a legal holiday;

(2) When the last day fixed by statute, or by rule of the Student Supreme Court for the commencement of any proceeding, for any paper to be served, delivered or filed, or for any other act to be done in the course of judicial proceedings falls on a Sunday or legal holiday, the proceeding may be commenced, the paper may be served, delivered or filed and the act may be done on the next day that is not a Sunday or legal holiday as authorized by statute.

§ 211 Words and Phrases

Words and phrases shall be construed according to rules of grammar and according to their common and approved usage, but technical words and phrases and such others as have acquired a peculiar and appropriate meaning or are defined in this title, shall be construed according to such peculiar and appropriate meaning or definition.
Chapter 3: Statutory Construction

§ 301 Arrangement

(1) This Code consists of titles subdivided into subtitles, chapters, subchapters, and such other subdivisions as may be required for clarity of expression and uniformity of style;

(2) The principal subdivisions of a subtitle, or of a title that is not divided into subtitles, of this Code are chapters, comprising the sections relating to the subtitle or title, respectively, embraced in the heading of the chapter.  Chapters shall consist of not more than 99 sections;

(3) Sections of this code are identified sequentially by Arabic numerals.  The last two digits in the section number indicate the sequence of sections within a chapter, and the digit or digits preceding such digits indicates the number of the chapter.  A section of this Code is subdivided into subsections, paragraphs, subparagraphs, clauses, sub-clauses, and such other minor subdivisions as may be required for clarity of expression and uniformity of style.

§ 302 Nomenclature
(1) In this Code, titles will be identified sequentially by Arabic numerals;
(2) In this Code, subdivisions of sections will be identified in the following order: subsections are identified sequentially by Arabic numerals in parentheses, paragraphs are identified sequentially by capital letters in parentheses, subparagraphs are identified sequentially by Arabic numerals, clauses are identified sequentially by capital letters, and sub-clauses are identified sequentially by lower case letters.  Lowercase Roman numerals in parentheses will be reserved for numbering within paragraphs.
§ 303 Adding Subdivisions
(3) If it becomes necessary to introduce a new chapter between existing chapters, the new chapter is designated by the addition of a period and a number suffix to the preceding chapter number;
(4) If it becomes necessary to introduce a new section between existing sections, the new section is designated by the addition of a period and number suffix to the preceding section number.
§ 304 Section Headings
Each section of this Code shall be given a brief descriptive heading immediately preceding the body of the section.  The headings of the sections may be referred to as catch lines.  In printing this Code and its amendments, the symbol “§” shall be substituted for the word “Section” preceding the digits of a section number in each catch line.  Subsections may also have headings for convenience, but subsection headings shall not be set out on separate lines.

§ 305 Citation of Code of Student Governance
Without prejudice to any other form of citation, a citation of any section of this Code in the following form shall, except as provided for in §306 of this Title, be adequate for all purposes: “1 CSG §101.”

§ 306 Cross-References Between Provisions of the Code

When reference is made in this Code to a provision contained in any other section of the same title, such provision may be identified without specifying the number of the title in which it appears.  When reference is made in this Code to a provision contained in any section of this Code appearing in a different title, the short from of citation specified in §305 of this Title shall be used.

§ 307 Re-Use of Section Numbers
A section number shall not be re-used for a different subject, except in a bill to revise a subtitle, chapter, subchapter, or other major subdivision of this Code.

§ 308 Bills to Amend the Code of Student Governance
Bills to amend the Code of Student Governance shall be drafted to conform to the structure of the Code of Student Governance of George Mason University, as provided in this chapter.  Such Bill shall require a majority vote of the Senate.

Title II: The Legislative Branch
SUBTITLE I: ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDENT SENATE

Chapter 1: Commencement of the Student Senate

§ 101 Membership of the Student Senate 

There shall be no more than 40 Senators in the Student Senate, and no more than 40 individuals shall be Senators.  No more than 30 Senators shall be elected during the annual Student Government Elections as provided in 6 CSG §510.  The remaining positions shall be unfilled by spring elections and reserved for the following fall elections of freshmen and transfer students.  No Senator who shall have failed to run for elective office during the spring Student Government Elections shall be eligible for fall elections.
§ 102 Early Organization of the Student Senate
(1) Any member of the Student Senate after consultation with the Speaker may at any time call a caucus, to begin on, or after the second Monday of march and conclude on or before the twentieth day of March in such year and to be attended by all incumbent Senators who have been re-elected to the ensuing Student Senate and all other Senators-elect, for the purpose of taking all steps necessary to achieve the prompt organization of the Senators and Senators-elect of the ensuing Student Senate;
(2) If any member calls an organizational caucus or conference under Subsection 1 of this section, he shall file with the Clerk of the Student Senate a written notice designating the date and location upon which the caucus is to convene.  As soon as possible after the election of Senators to the ensuing Student Senate, the Clerk shall furnish each Senator-elect with appropriate written notification of the caucus.
§ 103 Roll of Senators-elect

Before the first meeting of each Student Senate, the Clerk of the next preceding Student Senate shall make a roll of the Senators-elect, and place thereon the names of those persons, and of such persons only, whose credentials show that they were regularly elected in accordance with the statutes of the Student Government.  In case of a vacancy in the office of Clerk of the Student Senate, or of the absence or inability of the Clerk to discharge the duties imposed by statue, or custom relative to the preparation of the roll of Senators-elect or the organization of the Student Senate, those duties shall devolve on the Sergeant at Arms of the next preceding Student Senate.

§ 104 Commencement of the Student Senate

The Student Senate shall be in session on the first Monday of May succeeding every general election of the Student Government.  The Student Senate shall meet at the hour of 4:30 o’clock in the afternoon of that day, when the Clerk of the Student Senate shall call the Senators-elect to order and proceed to record their presence in alphabetical order.  A quorum being present, the Clerk shall proceed with the business of the day.  Pending the election of the Speaker or Speaker Pro Tempore, the Clerk shall preserve order and decorum and decide all questions of order, subject to appeal by any member.

§ 105 Election of Speaker of the Student Senate
Two tellers shall be appointed by the Clerk of the Student Senate to record the votes for the election of Speaker of the Student Senate and the votes having been ascertained and counted, the result of the same shall be delivered to the Clerk, who shall thereupon announce the state of the vote, which announcement shall be deemed a sufficient declaration of the person, if any, elected Speaker of the Student Senate of George Mason University, and, together with a list of the votes, be entered on the Journal of the Student Senate.

§ 106 Election of Speaker Pro-Tempore of the Student Senate

Two tellers shall be appointed by the Clerk of the Student Senate to record the votes for the election of Speaker Pro Tempore of the Student Senate and the votes having been ascertained and counted, the result of the same shall be delivered to the Clerk, who shall thereupon announce the state of the vote, which announcement shall be deemed sufficient declaration of the person, if any, elected Speaker Pro Tempore of the Student Senate of George Mason University, and, together with a list of the votes, shall be entered on the Journal of the Student Senate.
§ 107 Conference of Titles
No title of Student Government shall be bestowed as is not approved by a majority of the Student Senate.

§ 108 Appointment of New Senators

If after fall elections, the Senate does not have 40 members, the appointment of new senators will take effect.
(1) In order to be considered a prospective Senator, a minimum of 150 signatures from the Students at George Mason University must be obtained, as well as a Faculty/Staff signature as per the Election and Dispute Commission’s rules for campaign eligibility in 6CSG §305 before the Student Senate may approve any new appointee’s.

(2) Upon approval by the Senate, prospective Senators may: attend meetings, participate in debate, voice opinion, and exercise any other non-voting Senate privileges.  However, prospective Senators must attend four Senate meetings, appropriate committee meetings and any Senate education classes as set by the speaker, before allowed voting privileges.  After four meetings, prospective Senators are granted full privileges as a Senator.  The Speaker may exercise his discretion to excuse appointed candidates who are returning senators if there are extenuating circumstances. The Speaker also may exercise his discretion to excuse appointed candidates in case of extenuating time conflicts or constraints.

(3) Prospective senators attending meetings shall be counted for attendance purposes. Only voting members of the Senate body shall constitute quorum. After attending four Senate meetings, prospective Senators shall be granted the same rights as a Senator. 

Chapter 2: Legislative Sessions

§ 201 Sessions of the Student Senate
(1) The term commencing on the first Monday of May and ending on December 15 is designated as the first session of the Student Senate;
(2) The term commencing on the First Monday of February and ending on April 30 is designated as the second session of the Student Senate.
§ 202 Special Sessions
(1) Whenever two-thirds of the members of the Student Senate shall, after their adjournment sine die, or during recess, desire to convene the Senate, they shall transmit a petition in writing to the Speaker of the Student Senate over their own signatures declaring the purpose for such assembly.  The Speaker shall thereupon convene the Student Senate, at such time and place and for such purpose as shall be designated by the application.

(2) Furthermore, if extenuating circumstances call for a special session of the Senate to occur, the Speaker may exercise his discretion, and call a special session. To occur, a majority of the Senate must be in attendance, and all votes must be passed with two-thirds of the members present at the special session.

Chapter 3: Attendance Policy

§ 301 No member shall be absent from Service to the Senate, unless the member is sick or under extreme circumstances unable to attend. Extreme circumstances include but are not limited to the following reasons: academic commitment, illness, family emergency, religious observance, and personal emergency.

§ 302 Prior to the start of Senate or Committee meeting, the absent member shall inform the appropriate Senate member of their absence. Upon failure to do so, the absence will be considered unexcused.

§ 303 When the member has accrued two unexcused absences in a semester, the clerk shall notify the  member of their status.

§ 304 Upon the third unexcused absence of the semester, the clerk will notify the member of their removal from the position of Student Senator.
SUBTITLE II: STANDING PROCEDURES OF THE STUDENT SENATE

Chapter 4: Legislative Process

§ 401 Process for Introduction of Legislation

Members having bills or resolutions shall present them via the Senate listserv in accordance with the Legislative Drafting Manual of the Student Senate, at least 24 hours prior to the meeting at which they are to be read. At which point, the Clerk must send the legislation via the Senate listserv, at least 12 hours prior to the meeting. Any bill or resolution introduced in the Senate must list the names of sponsors and any co-sponsors.

(1) The Clerk shall assign each Bill or Resolution a number in the order in which they are presented, and a title.

(2) Upon receipt of such legislation the Speaker shall schedule a reading for each Bill or Resolution. It shall be distinctly announced or set out at each reading on the Agenda, whether it is the first or second reading.

(3) Senators shall have the ability to submit new legislation during open session.
(4) All agendas, bills, and resolutions for meetings are to be sent through email prior to Senate meetings and are to be projected during the meetings. Hard copies are only to be printed for the Leadership of the Student Senate (Speaker, Speaker Pro- Tempore, and Chairpersons). 
§ 402 First Reading and Committee Referral

The sponsor shall, under the direction of the Speaker, read each Bill or Resolution at the appropriate time. Subsequent to the reading the Speaker may refer said legislation to a standing or ad hoc committee as deemed appropriate. The Speaker may also assign a date by which said committee must report on the matter. The Clerk shall enter the facts and the names of the aforementioned members, and committee, into the Journal.

§ 403 Bills or Resolutions in Committee

After being referred to a committee by the Speaker, the Bill or Resolution shall be under consideration by said committee, at said committee’s next meeting. At which time the committee shall determine the fate of said legislation, being defined by the question, “Does said legislation pass committee?”

(1) To make any amendment(s), other than clerical, to said legislation, a majority of said committee’s members present is required

(2) A two-thirds vote of said committee’s members present shall determine the fate of said legislation.

(3) After the fate of said legislation has been determined, the result shall be transmitted to the Clerk in accordance with §401.

(4) All amendments passed must be clear and distinguished from the original legislation.

§ 404 Second Reading

After said committee had dispensed with a Bill or Resolution, it shall report it’s findings on the matter to the Senate. The Bill or Resolution, if passed by committee with then by read by said committee’s chairperson.

If a date or report was set and no action was taken by the committee, the second reading shall be made by the sponsor of the legislation as originally submitted, unless an extension of time is requested and subsequently approved by the Speaker. Subsequent to the second reading, the legislation shall be immediately before the Senate

In the case that the Speaker does not refer a bill or resolution to committee the second reading will be waived and legislation shall be immediately before the Senate.
SUBTITLE III: OFFICERS OF THE STUDENT SENATE
Chapter 5: General Provisions

§ 501 Duties of Officers of the Student Senate

In addition to the duties prescribed by this Code, the officers of the Student Senate shall perform such duties as required of them by the Rules of the Student Senate, or by order of the members thereof.

§ 502 Vacancy in Office

In the event of a vacancy in the office of any officer of the Student Senate during a recess of the Senate, a successor to fill said vacancy shall be appointed by the Speaker.

§ 503 Removal from Office

Any officer of the Student Senate may be removed from office by the Speaker of the Student Senate or by a majority of the members thereof.
Chapter 5: Speaker of the Student Senate

§ 501 Office of the Speaker

The Office of the Speaker is established as an office of the Student Senate of George Mason University.

§ 502 Oath of Office

Before entering upon the discharge of their duties, the officers of the Student Senate shall take an oath to faithfully execute the duties of their office, as prescribed by Article IV of the Student Body Constitution.
§ 503 Duties of the Speaker

It shall be the duty of the Speaker:

(1) To schedule meetings of the Senate;

(2) To preside over the meetings of the Senate;

(3) To maintain order in the Senate chamber and to require proper decorum on the part of the members;

(4) To announce the business before the Senate in the order prescribed by the Rules;

(5) To receive all matters brought properly before the Senate and to submit them to the Senate;

(6) To assign matters brought before the Senate to committee;

(7) To consult with and to advise the committees of the Senate and to assist them in their work as an ex officio member without vote;

(8) To receive all communications from other branches of the Student Government, present them to the Senate, and direct committees of the Senate to consider the said communications if necessary;

(9) To sign all Bills, Resolutions, and Amendments to the Constitution passed by the Senate, all writs and summons issued by order of the Senate, which shall be attested by the Clerk; 

(10) To make known the Rules of the Student Senate upon request, and to decide all questions of order, subject to the appeal of the Senate; 

(11) To issue subpoenas on order of the Senate requiring the attendance of witnesses or the production of evidence in any matter pending before the Senate or any committee; 

(12) To attend a Student Activities Fiscal Management Workshop; 

(13) To perform other duties required by the Student Body Constitution, statue, or the Rules; To distribute cabinet nominations to the appropriate committees;

(14) To meet with the Assistant Director of Student Activities for Student Governance. 

(15) To appoint a member of the Senate to act as a liaison between the Faculty/Staff Senate and the Student Senate. This member is required to attend all Faculty/Senate meetings which occur on a monthly basis.

Chapter 6: Speaker Pro-Tempore of the Student Senate
§ 601 Office of the Speaker Pro-Tempore

The Office of the Speaker Pro-Tempore is established as an office of the Student Senate of George Mason University.

§ 602 Oath of Office
Before entering upon the discharge of their duties, the officers of the Student Senate shall take an oath to faithfully execute the duties of their office, as prescribed by Article IV of the Student Body Constitution.
§ 603 Duties of the Speaker Pro-Tempore

(1) The Speaker Pro-Tempore shall preside in the absence of the Speaker;

(2) To know and understand the rules of the Parliamentary procedure as specified in Robert’s Rules of Order;

(3) To know and understand the Rule of the Student Senate, Code of Student Governance, and the Student Body Constitution;

(4) To serve as the Sergeant-At-Arms and maintain order during session of Student Senate;

(5) To determine eligibility of Student Government members for Commencement Cords in accordance with 7CSG §102-3
(6) To perform other duties required by the Student Body Constitution, statue, or the Rules;

(7) To meet with the Assistant Director of Student Activities for Student Governance.

Chapter 7: Clerk of the Student Senate
§ 701 Office of the Clerk

The Office of the Clerk is established as an office of the Student Senate of George Mason University.

§ 702 Clerk of the Student Senate

A Clerk of the Student Senate shall be appointed by the Senate from among the members of the Senate, and confirmed by the members thereof, to manage, supervise, and administer the Office of the Clerk.  The Clerk shall hold office at the pleasure of the Senate, for a term coincident with that of the Speaker making the appointment, and shall continue in office until a successor shall be appointed and qualified.

§ 703 Oath of Office

Before entering upon the discharge of their duties, the officers of the Student Senate shall take an oath to faithfully execute the duties of their office, as prescribed by Article IV of the Student Body Constitution.

§ 704 Duties of the Clerk

The Clerk of the Student Senate shall be the Keeper of Rolls of the Student Government.  In this capacity, the Clerk shall cause all of the acts and resolutions of the Student Senate and resolutions proposing amendments to the Student Body Constitution to be enrolled on substantial paper, of uniform size, by such permanent and substantial method or methods as he or she deems proper.  After such legislation is signed by the Speaker of the Student Senate, the Clerk shall cause the same to be bound in durable style.  The Clerk shall have custody of the acts, resolutions, records, and papers of the Student Senate, and, when required, shall furnish a copy of any or any part of any of them, which copy, being certified by him shall be evidence for any purpose for which the original would be received, and with as much effect.

§ 705 Correction of Errors in Legislation

The Clerk of the Student Senate, as Keeper of the Rolls of the Student Government, is authorized to correct spelling, grammar, punctuation, and typographical errors contained in bills and resolutions in the form that they are offered, printed, enrolled, or printed after passage, provided that the corrections do not in any way alter the legislation’s meaning or effect.

§ 706 Deputy Officers to the Clerk of the Student Senate

The Clerk, at the leisure of the Student Senate may appoint deputy officers, to assist the Clerk in the performance of his duties, for a term coincident with that of the Clerk or Speaker making the appointment.

§ 707 The Office of the Clerk

The Clerk, as well as any appointed deputy officers, shall fall under the title of the Office of the Clerk, including but not limited to:

Office of the Historian
The Office of the Historian is established as an office of the Clerk of George Mason University. The Historian shall provide for the identification, acquisition, preservation, arrangement, repair and rehabilitation, duplication and reproduction, description, and exhibition of archives, records, or other documentary material of the Student Senate as may be needful or appropriate.  The Historian shall regulate the filing, preservation, and destruction or records of the Student Senate made or received in connection with the transaction of public business.
SUBTITLE III: STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE STUDENT SENATE

Chapter 8: Governmental and Academic Affairs Committee

§ 801 Establishment of the Governmental and Academic Affairs Committee

The Governmental and Academic Affairs Committee is established as a standing committee of the Student Senate of George Mason University.

§ 802 Purpose

The purpose of the Governmental and Academic Affairs Committee is:

(1) To strengthen the Student Senate’s commitment to ensuring access to equal educational opportunity for every student at George Mason University;

(2) To foster working relations with the members of the Federal Government, the Commonwealth of Virginia, the Board of Visitors and Administration, the private sector, community-based organizations, parents, students, faculty, staff, and alumni in an effort to improve the quality and maintain the excellence of academics at George Mason University;

(3) To serve as the primary interface for the Student Senate with every department, institution, division, commission, board, bureau, agency, entity, official, court, or judge of Student Government.
(4) To establish working relations with other offices on campus such as the Provost Office, Registrar Office, Academic Advising Center, Learning Services, Deans of all Academic programs/departments/colleges, the Library and the Center for Global Education.
§ 803 Chair of Governmental and Academic Affairs Committee

The Senate shall elect a Chair of Governmental and Academic Affairs Committee of the Student Senate to be the head of the Governmental and Academic Affairs Committee.  The Chair shall hold office at the pleasure of the Senate for a term coincident with that of the Senate making the appointment, or until a successor shall be appointed.  

§ 804 Oath of Office

Before entering upon the discharge of his or her duties, the Chair of Governmental and Academic Affairs Committee shall take an oath to faithfully execute the duties of his or her office, as prescribed by Article IV of the Student Body Constitution.

§ 805 Duties of the Chair

The Chair of Governmental and Academic Affairs Committee is responsible for the proper execution and administration of all statutes and regulations administered by the Governmental and Academic Affairs Committee and for the control, direction, and management of the Committee. The Chair is also to act as the primary contact with the Provost Office, Registrar Office, Academic Advising Center, the University’s Colleges and Departments, University recognized Honors societies and Academic organizations, and all other academic related divisions of George Mason University.
Chapter 9: University Services Committee

§ 901 Establishment of the University Services Committee

The University Services Committee is established as a standing committee of the Student Senate of George Mason University.

§ 902 Purpose

The purpose of the University Services Committee is:

(1) To strengthen the Student Senate’s commitment to foster and promote University services and programs, particularly those designed and administered for students, and to encourage the growth and development of these services at George Mason University;

(2) To encourage and provide for the appropriate management and operation of the University services, particularly those designed and administered for students;

(3) To improve the quality, management, efficiency, coordination, and accountability of University services;
(4) To establish working relations with other offices on campus such as Dining Services, Housing and Residential life, Sexual Assault Services, Student Health Services, Parking Services, Mail Services, Print Services, the Patriot Center, the Office of Sustainability, the Environmental Health and Safety Office, and I.T.U.
(5) To foster working relations with the members of the Federal Government, the Commonwealth of Virginia, the Board of Visitors and Administration, the private sector, community-based organizations, parents, students, faculty, staff, and alumni in an effort to improve and maintain the quality student services at George Mason University.

§ 903 Chair of University Services Committee

The Senate shall elect a Chair of University Services Committee of the Student Senate to be the head of the University Services Committee.  The Chair shall hold office at the pleasure of the Senate for a term coincident with that of the Senate making the appointment, or until a successor shall be appointed.  

§ 904 Oath of Office

Before entering upon the discharge of his or her duties, the Chair of University Services Committee shall take an oath to faithfully execute the duties of his or her office, as prescribed by Article IV of the Student Body Constitution.

§ 905 Duties of the Chair

The Chair of University Services Committee is responsible for the proper execution and administration of all statutes and regulations administered by the University Services Committee and for the control, direction, and management of the Committee. The Chair is also to act as the primary liaison between the Office of University Services and Student Government.
Chapter 10: University Relations Committee

§ 1001 Establishment of the University Relations Committee

The University Relations Committee is established as a standing committee of the Student Senate of George Mason University.

§ 1002 Purpose

The purpose of the University Relations Committee is:
(1) To foster and promote the Student Senate’s commitment to advertising programs, activities, and services for the community of George Mason University;

(2) To promote participation and disseminate information about the events, programs, activities, and policies of Student Government at George Mason University;

(3) To create a multipurpose file with copies of all paperwork needed to get the proper approval for all advertising outlets on the George Mason University Fairfax campus. The file is to be kept within the Student Government Office. 

(4)  To establish working relations with other offices on campus such as Student Media.

(5) To perpetuate working relations with the members of the Federal Government, the Commonwealth of Virginia, the Board of Visitors and Administration, the private sector, community-based organizations, parents, students, faculty, staff, and alumni in an effort to improve and maintain university life and community relations at George Mason University.

§ 1003 Chair of University Relations Committee

The Senate shall elect a Chair of University Relations Committee of the Student Senate to be the head of the Committee.  The Chair shall hold office at the pleasure of the Senate for a term coincident with that of the Senate making the appointment, or until a successor shall be appointed.  

§ 1004 Oath of Office

Before entering upon the discharge of his or her duties, the Chair of University Relations Committee shall take an oath to faithfully execute the duties of his or her office, as prescribed by Article IV of the Student Body Constitution.

§ 1005 Duties of the Chair

The Chair of University Relations Committee is responsible for the proper execution and administration of all statutes and regulations administered by the University Relations Committee and for the control, direction, and management of the Committee. The Chair is also responsible for updating the multipurpose file on a semester to semester basis.
Chapter 11: Senate Financial Affairs Committee 

§ 1101 Establishment of Committee 

The Senate Financial Affairs Committee is established as a standing committee of the Student Senate of George Mason University 

§ 1102 Purpose 

The purpose of the Senate Financial Affairs Committee is: 

(1) To compose Bills of monetary allocation for the execution of programs; 

(2) To inspect the financial records of the Department of the Treasury, at regular intervals as the committee shall deem practicable, not to exceed five weeks between inspections and to begin on the second week of October;

(3) To inform the Senate concerning matters of financial responsibility in the administration of the university, allocation of monies among the Student Organizations, and management of the resources of Student Government, and to ensure the periodic publication of the Statement and Account of the Treasury, as shall be made in accordance with Article I, Section 10, and 3 CSG §602;

(4) To facilitate responsible financial management in Student Government and other organizations through dissemination of information concerning desirable procedures, checks, and accountability relationships;

(5) To compose at the commencement of the first session of the Student Senate a nonbinding outline of all Student Government expenses expected over the course of the first and second Senate sessions, to be presented to the Senate no later than the second meeting of the first session. To further compose at the beginning of the second Senate session a nonbinding outline updating the existing outline of Student Government expenses expected over the course of the second Senate session;

(6) To compose an annotated summary of all expenses and their related projects spent and conducted over the course of the previous year to be presented to the Senate no later than the third Thursday in April. Included in this summary must be a list of recommended changes to improve the conduct of next year's affairs.

(7) To establish working relations with other offices on campus such as the Budget Office, Fiscal Services, Student Accounts, and the Financial Aid Office

§ 1103 Chair of the Senate Financial Affairs Committee 

The Senate shall elect a Chair of the Senate Financial Affairs Committee of the Student Senate to be the head of the Senate Finance Committee.  The Chair shall hold office at the pleasure of the Senate for a term coincident with that of the Senate making the appointment, or until a successor shall be appointed.  

§ 1104 Oath of Office 

Before entering upon the discharge of his or her duties, the Chair of Senate Financial Affairs Committee shall take an oath to faithfully execute the duties of his or her office, as prescribed by Article IV of the Student Body Constitution. 

§ 1105 Duties of the Chair 

The Chair of Senate Financial Affairs Committee is responsible for the proper execution and administration of all statutes and regulations administered by the Senate Financial Affairs Committee and for the control, direction, and management of the Committee. The Chair shall ensure the full realization of all purposes aforementioned in §1102, and such other statutes as may be passed from time to time. The Chair is also to act as the liaison between the Budget Office, Fiscal Services, Student Accounts, the Financial Aid Office and Student Government

Chapter 12: Diversity and Multicultural Affairs Committee
§ 1201 Establishment of the Diversity and Multicultural Affairs Committee

The Diversity and Multicultural Affairs Committee is established as a standing committee of the Student Senate of George Mason University.

§ 1202 Purpose

The purpose of the Diversity and Multicultural Affairs Committee is:

(3) To promote the diversification of the Student Senate;

(3) To promote and work with multicultural student organizations to establish an open and understanding community at Mason that accepts all cultures, sexual orientation, religion, gender, disability, age and socioeconomic status

(3) To establish working relations with other offices on campus such as Office of International Programs and Services, Office of Diversity Programs and Services, Multicultural Research and Resource Center, Office of Disability Services, the English Language Institute, Women and Gender Studies and Equity Office.

§ 1203 Chair of Diversity and Multicultural Affairs Committee

The Senate shall elect a Chair of the Diversity and Multicultural Affairs Committee of the Student Senate to be the head of the Diversity and Multicultural Affairs Committee.  The Chair shall hold office at the pleasure of the Senate for a term coincident with that of the Senate making the appointment, or until a successor shall be appointed.  

§ 1204 Oath of Office

Before entering upon the discharge of his or her duties, the Chair of Diversity and Multicultural Affairs Committee shall take an oath to faithfully execute the duties of his or her office, as prescribed by Article IV of the Student Body Constitution.

§ 1205 Duties of the Chair

The Chair of Diversity and Multicultural Affairs Committee is responsible for the proper execution and administration of all statutes and regulations administered by the Diversity and Multicultural Affairs Committee and for the control, direction, and management of the committee. The Chair is also to act as the liaison between the Office of International Programs and Services, Office of Diversity Programs and Services, Multicultural Research and Resource Center, Sexual Assault Services, Office of Disability Services, Equity Office, all recognized multicultural organizations and Student Government.
Chapter 13: University Life Committee

1301 Establishment of the University Life Committee

The University Life Committee is established as a standing committee of the Student Senate of George Mason University.

§ 1302 Purpose

The purpose of the University Life Committee is:

(1) To promote student interests and activities, and the services and support thereof to create an amicable and enjoyable campus life; 
(2) To promote university athletics, Greek affairs, and student organizations (with the exception of multicultural organizations, academic organizations, and all Honors Societies);

(3) To establish working relations with other offices on campus such as the Office of Alcohol, Drug, and Health Education, Counseling and Psychological Services,  Early Identification Program, Judicial Affairs, Peer Empowerment Program, and the Office of the Ombudsman
§ 1303 Chair of University Life Committee

The Senate shall elect a Chair of the University Life Committee of the Student Senate to be the head of the University Life Committee.  The Chair shall hold office at the pleasure of the Senate for a term coincident with that of the Senate making the appointment, or until a successor shall be appointed.  

§ 1304 Oath of Office

Before entering upon the discharge of his or her duties, the Chair of University Life Committee shall take an oath to faithfully execute the duties of his or her office, as prescribed by Article IV of the Student Body Constitution.

§ 1305 Duties of the Chair

The Chair of University Life Committee is responsible for the proper execution and administration of all statutes and regulations administered by the University Life Committee and for the control, direction, and management of the committee. The Chair is also to act as the primary liaison between the Office of University Life and Student Government.
Chapter 14: M.A.S.O.N Committee

1401 Establishment of M.A.S.O.N. Committee

The Mason Affairs and State Outreach and Networking Committee (M.A.S.O.N) is established as a standing committee of the Student Senate of George Mason University. 

§1402 Purpose

The purpose of the M.A.S.O.N. Committee:

(1)  To strengthen and encourage George Mason University’s students, faculty, staff, and administration to work cooperatively with the Fairfax community;

(2) To foster working relations with the members of the Federal Government, the Commonwealth of Virginia, the Board of Visitors and Administration, the private sector, community-based organizations, parents, students, faculty, staff, and alumni in an effort to improve the quality and maintain a working relationship between George Mason University and the aforementioned;

(3) To establish  an annual survey to gauge students opinions on the status of the University, in all aspects;

(4) To establish working relations with other offices on campus such as the Leadership Education and Development Office (LEAD), and the Alumni Association. 

§ 1403 Chair of M.A.S.O.N. Committee

The Senate shall elect a Chair of the M.A.S.O.N. Committee of the Student Senate to be the head of the M.A.S.O.N. Committee.  The Chair shall hold office at the pleasure of the Senate for a term coincident with that of the Senate making the appointment, or until a successor shall be appointed.  

§1404 Oath of Office

Before entering upon the discharge of his or her duties, the Chair of M.A.S.O.N. Committee shall take an oath to faithfully execute the duties of his or her office, as prescribed by Article IV of the Student Body Constitution.

§1405 Duties of the Chair
The Chair of M.A.S.O.N. Committee is responsible for the proper execution and administration of all statutes and regulations administered by the M.A.S.O.N. Committee and for the control, direction, and management of the committee. The Chair is also to act as the primary contact between the LEAD Office, the Alumni Association, the City of Fairfax, Fairfax County, Richmond, the Commonwealth of Virginia, and Student Government. 

Chapter 14: Succession

§ 1401 Senate Succession

(1) If, by reason of death, resignation, removal from office, inability, or failure to qualify, there is no Speaker of the Student Senate, the Speaker Pro-Tempore of the Senate upon immediate resignation of his office will discharge the powers of the Speaker of the Student Senate;

(2) If, by reason of death, resignation, removal from office, inability, or failure to qualify, there is no Speaker Pro-Tempore of the Student Senate, the Speaker of the Student Senate will appoint a new Speaker Pro-Tempore of the Student Senate with the advice and consent of the Student Senate;

(3) The same rule shall apply in the case of the death, resignation, removal from office, or inability of an individual acting as Speaker of the Student Senate or Speaker Pro-Tempore of the Student Senate under this subsection;

(4) If, by reason of death, resignation, removal from office, inability, or failure to qualify, both the Speaker of the Student Senate and the Speaker Pro Tempore of the Student Senate are unable to discharge the duties of their offices, the order of succession shall be as follows: The Clerk of the Student Senate, the Chair of the Government and Academic Affairs Committee, the Chair of the Student Services Committee, the Chair of the Advocacy and Outreach Committee, the Chair of the Finance Committee, Chair of the Diversity and Multicultural Affairs Chair of the University Life;

(5) Subsections 1 and 3 of this section shall apply only to such officers as are eligible to the office of Speaker of the Student Senate under the Student Body Constitution.  Subsection 3 of this section shall apply only to officers appointed, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, prior to the time of the death, resignation, removal from office, inability, or failure to qualify, of the Speaker, and only to officers not under impeachment by the Student Election and Dispute Commission at the time the powers and duties of the office of Student Body President devolve upon them.

Title III: The Executive Branch

SUBTITLE I: STUDENT BODY PRESIDENT OF GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY

Chapter 1: Succession and Transfer of Power

§ 101 Resignation or Refusal of Office

The only evidence of a refusal to accept, or of a resignation of the office of Student Body President or Student Body Vice President, shall be an instrument in writing, declaring the same, and subscribed by the person refusing to accept or resigning, as the case may be, and delivered to the Speaker of the Senate.

§ 102 Presidential Succession

If, by reason of death, resignation, removal from office, inability, or failure to qualify, there is neither a Student Body President nor Student Body Vice President to discharge the powers and duties of the office of Student Body President, then there will be an emergency election held by the Elections and Disputes Commission, an in the interim, the officer of the Student Government who is highest on the following list, and who is not under disability to discharge the powers and duties of the office of Student Body President shall act as Student Body President: Secretary of Government and Academic Affairs, Secretary of University Services, Treasurer, Secretary of University Life, Secretary of Outreach and External Relations;

(1) An individual acting as Student Body President under Subsection 1 or Subsection 3 of this section shall continue to act until the expiration of the then current Presidential term, except that—

(2) If his or her discharge of the powers and duties of the office is founded in whole or in part on the failure of both the Student Body President-elect and the Student Body Vice-President-elect to qualify, then he shall act only until a President or Vice President qualifies; 

(3) If his or her discharge of the powers and duties of the office is founded in whole or in part on the inability of the Student Body President or Student Body Vice President, then he shall act only until the removal of the disability of one of such individuals.

(4) An individual acting as Student Body President under this subsection shall continue until the expiration of the then current Presidential term, but not after a qualified and prior-entitled individual is able to act, except that the removal of the disability of an individual higher on the list contained in Subsection 3 of this subsection or the ability to qualify on the part of an individual higher on such list shall not terminate his service;

(5) The taking of the oath of office by an individual specified in the list in Subsection 3 of this subsection shall be held to constitute his resignation from the office by virtue of the holding of which he qualifies to act as Student Body President;

(6) Subsections 1 and 3 of this section shall apply only to such officers as are eligible to the office of Student Body President under the Student Body Constitution.  Subsection 3 of this section shall apply only to officers appointed, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, prior to the time of the death, resignation, removal from office, inability, or failure to qualify, of the Speaker, and only to officers not under impeachment by the Student Supreme Court at the time the powers and duties of the office of Student Body President devolve upon them.

(7) Once a new Student Body President and Student Body Vice President are elected following a special election held by the Elections and Disputes Commission, the Acting President shall return to their previously held office.

§ 103 Transfer of Power

Whenever the Student Body President transmits to the Speaker of the Senate his written declaration that he is unable to discharge the Powers and Duties of his Office, and until he transmits to them a written declaration to the contrary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Student Body Vice President as Acting President.
§ 104 Suspending Presidential Power

(1) Whenever the Student Body Vice President and a majority of the principal officers of the Executive Departments transmit to the Speaker of the Student Senate their written declaration that the Student Body President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of the office, the Vice President shall immediately assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting Student Body President;

(2) Thereafter, when the Student Body President transmits to the Speaker of the Student Senate his or her written declaration that no inability exists, he or she shall resume the powers and duties of the office unless the Student Body Vice President and a majority of the principal officers of the Executive Departments transmit within four days to the Speaker of the Student Senate their written declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his or her office;

(3) Thereupon the Student Senate shall decide the issue, assembling within seventy-two hours for that purpose if not session.  If the Student Senate, within seven days after the receipt of the latter written declaration, determines by two-thirds vote that the Student Body President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall continue to discharge the same as Acting President; otherwise, the President shall resume the powers and duties of his office.

§ 105 Presidential Powers and Duties
(1) To appoint Secretaries and Undersecretaries to positions within the Executive Departments;

(2) To appoint members to University Committees as appropriate and available;

(3) The Student Body President shall have the power to appoint personal advisors. The advisors are internal advisors and may act within the Executive Branch.
(4) To meet with the Assistant Director of Student Activities for Student Governance;

(5) To perform other duties required by the Student Body Constitution or statute.

§ 106 Vice Presidential Powers and Duties

(1) To serve with the President;

(2) To meet with the Assistant Director of Student Activities for Student Governance;

(3) To perform other duties required by the Student Body Constitution or statute.

SUBTITLE II: EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS
Chapter 2: Department of Government and Academic Affairs

§ 201 Establishment of the Department of Government and Academic Affairs 

The Department of Government and Academic Affairs is established as an executive department of the Student Government of George Mason University. 

§ 202 Purpose

The purpose of the Department of Government and Academic Affairs is: 

(1) To strengthen the Student Government’s commitment to ensuring access to equal educational opportunity for every student at George Mason University; 

(2) To supplement and complement the efforts of the Federal Government, the Commonwealth of Virginia, the Board of Visitors and Administration, the private sector, community-based organizations, parents, students, faculty, staff, and alumni to improve the quality of education at George Mason University; 

(3) To improve the management, efficiency, and coordination of University education programs, activities, and services;

(4) To increase the accountability of University education programs to the student body, and to promote the academic interests of the Student Body;

(5) To preside over all governmental affairs between the Executive Branch and other branches of the Student government and serve as a liaison to the Faculty and Staff Senate; 

(6) To, in conjunction with the Student Senate, preside over all governmental affairs between the student government and those of other universities, and with the Federal Government, and the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

(7) To establish working relations with other offices on campus such as the Provost Office, Registrar Office, Academic Advising Center, Learning Services, Deans of all Academic programs/departments/colleges, the Library and the Center for Global Education, 
§ 203 Secretary of Government and Academic Affairs

The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, a Secretary of Government and Academic Affairs of the Student Government to be the head of the Department of Government and Academic Affairs.  The Secretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President for a term coincident with that of the Student Body President making the appointment, or until a successor shall be appointed and confirmed by the Student Senate.
§ 203.1 Undersecretary of Government and Academic Affairs for Legislative Affairs 

The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, an Undersecretary of Government and Academic Affairs for Legislative Affairs of the Student Government to be the head of the Office of Legislative Affairs.  The Undersecretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President.  The Undersecretary shall be responsible for discharging all duties pertaining to the promotion of legislation that supports the interests of the University and the George Mason Student Body.  The Undersecretary shall be responsible for working with Virginia21 and the Delegation for Higher Education to promote student interests and legislative agendas beneficial to the Student Body.  

§ 203.2 Undersecretary of Government and Academic Affairs for Academic Affairs 

The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, an Undersecretary of Government and Academic Affairs for Academic Affairs of the Student Government to be the head of the Office of Academic Affairs.  The Undersecretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President.  The Undersecretary shall be responsible for discharging all duties pertaining to the promotion of academic support for the student population of George Mason University.  The Undersecretary shall be responsible for providing student information regarding academic procedure (appeals, et al.) and for the promotion of academic processes beneficial to the Student Body.   
§ 204 Oath of Office 

Before entering upon the discharge of his or her duties, the Secretary of Government and Academic Affairs shall take an oath to faithfully execute the duties of his or her office, as prescribed by Article IV of the Student Body Constitution. 

§ 205 Duties of the Secretary. 

The Secretary of Government and Academic Affairs and all Undersecretaries of Government and Academic Affairs is responsible for the proper execution and administration of all statutes and regulations administered by the Department of Government and Academic Affairs and for the control, direction, and management of the Department. 
§ 206 Collaboration
All members of the Department of Government & Academic Affairs will collaborate on all projects with the Government & Academic Affairs Committee of the Student Senate. 

Chapter 3:  Department of University Life
§ 301 Establishment of the Department of University Life
The Department of University Life is established as an executive department of the Student Government of George Mason University.  

§ 302 Purpose 

 The purpose of the Department of University Life is: 

(1) To promote student interests and activities, and the services and support thereof to create an amicable and enjoyable campus life; 
(2) To promote university athletics, Greek affairs, and student organizations (with the exception of multicultural organizations, academic organizations, and all Honors Societies);

(3) To establish working relations with other offices on campus such as the Office of Alcohol, Drug, and Health Education, Counseling and Psychological Services,  Early Identification Program, Judicial Affairs, Peer Empowerment Program, Program Board, the Office of the Ombudsman, and the Mason Life Program. 
§ 303 Secretary of University Life 

The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, a Secretary of University Life of the Student Government to be the head of the Department of University Life.  The Secretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President for a term coincident with that of the Student Body President making the appointment, or until a successor shall be appointed and confirmed by the Senate.. 

§ 303.1 Undersecretary of University Life for Athletics 

The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, an Undersecretary of University Life for Athletics of the Student Government to be the head of the Office of Athletics.  The Undersecretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President.  The Undersecretary shall be responsible for discharging all duties pertaining to the promotion of University Athletics. The Undersecretary of University Life for Athletics shall act as liaison between the Department of Athletics and Student Government.
§ 303.2 Undersecretary of University Life for Diversity and Multicultural Affairs 

The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, an Undersecretary of University Life for Diversity and Multicultural affairs of the Student Government to be the head of the Office of Diversity and Multicultural affairs.  The Undersecretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President.  The Undersecretary shall be responsible for discharging all duties pertaining to the promotion of diversity, multicultural interests and activities. The Undersecretary of University Life for Diversity and Multicultural Affairs shall act as a liaison between the Equity Office, all multicultural organizations, and any other pertinent offices.
§ 303.3 Undersecretary of University Life for Greek Affairs and Program Board

The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, an Undersecretary of University Life for Greek Affairs and Program Board of the Student Government to be the head of the Office of Greek Affairs and Program Board.  The Undersecretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President.  The Undersecretary shall be responsible for discharging all duties pertaining to establishing and maintaining strong relationships with the Four Greek Councils, those being Pan-Hellenic Council, Inter Fraternity Council, National Pan-Hellenic Council, and Multicultural Greek Council, as well as act as a liaison between the Greek System and Student Government. The Undersecretary of University Life for Greek Affairs and Program Board shall also act as a liaison between Program Board and Student Government.

§ 303.4 Undersecretary of University Life for Student Organizations

The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, an Undersecretary of University Life for Student Organizations of the Student Government to be the head of the Office of the Student Organization Affairs.  The Undersecretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President.  The Undersecretary shall be responsible for discharging all duties pertaining to establishing and maintaining strong relationships with all Student Organizations and Student Government.

§ 304 Oath of Office 

Before entering upon the discharge of his or her duties, the Secretary of University Life shall take an oath to faithfully execute the duties of his or her office, as prescribed by Article IV of the Student Body Constitution. 

§ 305 Duties of the Secretary 

The Secretary of University Life is responsible for the proper execution and administration of all statutes and regulations administered by the Department of University Life and for the control, direction, and management of the Department. 
§ 306 Collaboration
All members of the Department of University Relations will collaborate on all projects with the University Relations Committee of the Student Senate
Chapter 4: Department of University Relations
§ 401 Establishment of the Department of University Relations
The Department of University Relations is established as an executive department of the Student Government of George Mason University.  

§ 402 Purpose
The purpose of the Department of University Relations is:  

(1) To foster and promote the Student Government’s commitment to advertising programs, activities, and services for the George Mason University community.  

(2) To promote participation and disseminate information about the events, programs, activities, and policies of the George Mason University Student Government.  

(3) To assist in the creation of a multipurpose file with copies of all paperwork needed to get the proper approval for all advertising outlets on the George Mason University Fairfax campus. The file is to be kept within the Student Government Office.  The file is to be kept both digitally and as a hard copy.
(4) To establish working relations with other offices on campus, including but not limited to, the Office of University Relations.

§ 403 Secretary of University Relations
The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, a Secretary of University Relations of Student Government to be the head of the Department of University Relations.  The Secretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President for a term coincident with that of the Student Body President making the appointment, or until a successor shall be appointed and confirmed by the Student Senate.  The Secretary is responsible for managing and directing the Department of University Relations and ensuring all members of the department are actively promoting Student Government events, programs and activities for the George Mason University community and working with related offices on campus. The Secretary is also to act as the primary liaison between the Office of University Relations and Student Government. 

§ 403.1 Undersecretary of University Relations for Media Relations
The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, an Undersecretary of University Relations for Media Relations.  The Undersecretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President. The Undersecretary shall be responsible for updating and maintaining the Student Government website on a regular basis, providing the George Mason University community access to all Student Senate legislation and the weekly journal. The Undersecretary of Media Relations shall also be responsible for technology based advertising for the promotion of Student Government events, programs, and activities. The Undersecretary of Media Relations shall develop working relations with Connect2Mason, WGMU, GMUTV, the Student Media Office and the Mason Cable Network. 
§ 403.2 Undersecretary of University Relations for Advertising
The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, an Undersecretary of University Relations for Advertising The Undersecretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President. The Undersecretary shall be responsible for working with the Student Media Office, Broadside, and Creative Services and coordinating non-technology based advertising to promote Student Government events, programs, and activities. 

§ 404 Oath of Office
Before entering upon the discharge of his or her duties, the Secretary and all Undersecretaries of University Relations shall take an oath to faithfully execute the duties of his or her office, as prescribed by Article IV of the Student Body Constitution.  

§ 405 Duties of the Secretary
The Secretary of Outreach and External Relations is responsible for the proper execution and administration of all statutes and regulations administered by the Department of Outreach and External Relations and for the control, direction, and management of the Department.  
Passed the Student Senate 

§ 405 Collaboration
All members of the Department of University Relations will collaborate on all projects with the University Relations Committee of the Student Senate. 

Chapter 5: Department of University Services

§ 501 Establishment of the Department of University Services

The Department of University Services is established as an executive department of the Student Government of George Mason University. 

§ 502 Purpose 

The purpose of the Department of University Services is: 

(1) To strengthen the Student Government’s commitment to foster and promote University services, particularly those designed and administered for students, and to encourage the growth and development of these services at George Mason University; 

(2) To encourage and provide for the appropriate management and operation of the University services, particularly those designed and administered for students;

(3) To improve the quality, management, efficiency, coordination, and accountability of University services. 
(4) To establish working relations with other offices on campus such as Dining Services, Housing and Residential Life, Sexual Assault Services, Student Health Services, Parking Services, Mail Services, Print Services, the Patriot Center, the Office of Sustainability, the Environmental Health Safety Office, and the I.T.U.
§ 503 Secretary of University Services 

The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, a Secretary of University Services of the Student Government to be the head of the Department of University Services.  The Secretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President for a term coincident with that of the Student Body President making the appointment, or until a successor shall be appointed and qualified.  The Secretary is responsible for managing and directing the Department of University Services and ensuring all members of the department are actively working with university officials to promote, improve, and coordinate university services to meet the needs of the students at George Mason University.  The Secretary is to act as the primary liaison between the Office of University Services and Student Government
§ 503.1 Undersecretary of University Services for Housing Services 

The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, an Undersecretary of Student Services for Housing Services of the Student Government to be the head of the Office of Housing Services.  The Undersecretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President.  The Undersecretary shall be responsible for discharging all duties pertaining to the promotion of student interests regarding Housing Services, and voicing and working to resolve the concerns of the Student Body with respect to housing services. 

§ 503.2 Undersecretary of University Services for Dining Services 

The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, an Undersecretary of Student Services for Dining Services of the Student Government to be the head of the Office of Dining Services.  The Undersecretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President.  The Undersecretary shall be responsible for discharging all duties pertaining to the promotion of student interests regarding Dining Services, and voicing and working to resolve the concerns of the Student Body with respect to dining services. 

§ 503.3 Undersecretary of University Services for Parking and Transportation

The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, an Undersecretary of University Services for Parking and Transportation. The Undersecretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President.  The Undersecretary shall be responsible for working with the Office of Parking and Transportation to promote student interest and concerns regarding parking and transportation services provided by George Mason University. The Undersecretary shall establish a working relationship with the Office of Parking and Transportation. 

§ 503.4 Undersecretary of University Services for Information Technology
The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, an Undersecretary of University Services for Information Technology of the Student Government to be the head of the Office of Information Technology. The Undersecretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President. The Undersecretary shall be responsible for serving as a liaison between the students and the university technical community, working with various other entities to disseminate information to the student body, and serving as a technical resource to other areas of Student Government as needed.

§ 503. 5 Undersecretary of Campus Health & Safety

The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, an Undersecretary of University Services for Campus Health & Safety. The Undersecretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President. The Undersecretary shall be responsible for working with university officials to address student interest and concerns regarding sustainability efforts on campus, health services provided the university and campus safety. The Undersecretary shall establish working relationships with the Office of Sustainability, Sexual Assault Services, Student Health Services, the University Police and the Environmental Health Safety Office.  
§ 504 Oath of Office
Before entering upon the discharge of his or her duties, the Secretary and all Undersecretaries of University Services shall take an oath to faithfully execute the duties of his or her office, as prescribed by Article IV of the Student Body Constitution.  

§ 505 Duties of the Secretary
The Secretary of Student Services is responsible for the proper execution and administration of all statutes and regulations administered by the Department of Finance and for the control, direction, and management of the Department. 

§ 505 Collaboration
All members of the Department of University Services will collaborate on all projects with the University Services Committee of the Student Senate.  

Chapter 6: Department of the Treasury 

§ 601 Establishment of the Department of the Treasury

The Department of the Treasury is established as an executive department of the Student Government of George Mason University. 

§ 602 Purpose 

The purpose of the Department of the Treasury is: 

(1) To disburse allocated funds for all agencies of Student Government except the Elections and Disputes Commission;

(2) To record and archive the records of the fiscal transactions of Student Government;

(3) To issue a Statement and Account of the receipts and expenditures of all public money shall be published on a weekly basis;

(4) To ensure strict adherence to university spending policies, and to ensure that copies of all fiscal transactions are retained by Student Government, and are transmitted to accounts payable and the office of student activities, in concert with the direction of those offices. 
(5) To establish working relations with other offices on campus such as the Budget Office, Fiscal Services, Student Accounts, and the Financial Aid Office.

§ 603 Secretary of the Treasury 

The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, a Secretary of the Treasury, hereinafter to be known as the Treasurer. The Treasurer shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President for a term coincident with that of the Student Body President making the appointment, or until a successor shall be appointed and qualified. 

§ 603.1 Undersecretary of the Treasury 

The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, an Undersecretary of the Treasury. The Undersecretary of the Treasurer shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President. The Undersecretary of the Treasury is also responsible for participating in a fiscal management workshop.
§ 603.2 Undersecretary of Financial Aid

The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, an Undersecretary of Financial Aid of the Student Government to be the head of the office of Financial Aid. The Undersecretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President. The Undersecretary shall be responsible for discharging all duties pertaining to financial aid, working with the financial aid office and other relevant university offices and administrators. 

§ 604 Oath of Office. 

Before entering upon the discharge of his or her duties, the Treasurer, and all Undersecretaries shall take an oath to faithfully execute the duties of his or her office, as prescribed by Article IV of the Student Body Constitution.   

§ 605 Duties of the Treasurer 

The Treasurer is responsible for the proper execution and administration of all statutes and regulations administered by the De partment of the Treasury and for the control, direction, and management of the Department. The Secretary of the Treasury is also responsible for participating in a fiscal management workshop. 

§ 606 Collaboration
All members of the Department of Treasury will collaborate on all projects with the University Relations Committee of the Student Senate. 
Chapter 7: Department of Mason Affairs and State Outreach and Networking (M.A.S.O.N)
§ 701 Establishment of Department of Mason Affairs and State Outreach and Networking (M.A.S.O.N)

The Department of Mason Affairs and State Outreach and Networking (M.A.S.O.N) is established as an executive department of the Student Government of George Mason University.  

§ 702 Purpose
The purpose of the Department of M.A.S.O.N is:  

1. To strengthen and encourage George Mason University’s students, faculty, staff, and administration to work cooperatively with the Fairfax community;
 

2. To foster working relations with the members of the Federal Government, the Commonwealth of Virginia, the Board of Visitors and Administration, the private sector, community-based organizations, parents, students, faculty, staff, and alumni in an effort to improve the quality and maintain a working relationship between George Mason University and the aforementioned;
 

3. To establish an annual survey to gauge students opinions on the status of the University, in all aspects;
 

4. To establish working relations with other offices on campus such as the Leadership Education and Development Office (LEAD), and the Alumni Association. 
§ 703 Secretary of M.A.S.O.N.
The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, a Secretary of M.A.S.O.N.  The Secretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President for a term coincident with that of the Student Body President making the appointment, or until a successor shall be appointed and confirmed by the Student Senate.  The Secretary is responsible for managing and directing the Department of M.A.S.O.N and ensuring all members of the department are actively working with university and community officials to promote the interests and concerns of the students at George Mason University.  

§ 703.2 Undersecretary of M.A.S.O.N for Community Affairs
The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, an Undersecretary of M.A.S.O.N for Community Affairs.  The Undersecretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President.  The Undersecretary shall be responsible for representing concerns and interest in the local Fairfax community, the state of Virginia and the Washington, D.C. area.  The Undersecretary shall also identify and encourage opportunities for the University’s students, faculty, and staff to participate in, and take advantage of, local cultural and recreational opportunities. The Undersecretary shall establish a working relationship with the Community Relations Office and with the city of Fairfax and other governmental and community leaders as needed. 

§ 703.3 Undersecretary of M.A.S.O.N for Alumni & Development Affairs
The Student Body President shall appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Student Senate, an Undersecretary of M.A.S.O.N for Alumni & Development Affairs.  The Undersecretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President.  The Undersecretary shall be responsible for working with alumni, campus offices, and outside interest to promote and advance George Mason University. The Undersecretary shall also identify research capabilities, facilities, educational programs, and other assets and offerings of the University that could be more fully utilized by neighboring municipal governments, citizens, and the business community and vice versa. The Undersecretary shall establish a working relationship with the Alumni Association, the Office of Alumni Affairs, and the Office of Research Administration and the Leadership Education and Development Office.

§ 704 Oath of Office
Before entering upon the discharge of his or her duties, the Secretary and all Undersecretaries of University Services shall take an oath to faithfully execute the duties of his or her office, as prescribed by Article IV of the Student Body Constitution.  

§ 705 Duties of the Secretary. 

The Secretary of M.A.S.O.N is responsible for the proper execution and administration of all statutes and regulations administered by the Department of M.A.S.O.N. and for the control, direction, and management of the Department. 

§ 706 Collaboration
All members of the Depart of M.A.S.O.N will collaborate on all projects with the M.A.S.O.N Committee of the Student Senate.  

SUBTITLE III: BOARDS AND OTHER AGENCIES
Chapter 8: Student Parking Appeals Board
§ 801 Establishment
The Student Parking Appeals Board is established as a standing administrative body of the University, incorporated by the Student Government of George Mason University.
§ 802 Authority
The Board shall derive its administrative authority from University Administrative Policy 51, and shall derive its judicial powers from the University Judicial Code.
§ 803 Jurisdiction
The Board shall have jurisdiction to hear all appeals from the University Appeals Officer, or such other University official designated with the authority to hear appeals of citations for violations of parking regulations established in University Administrative Policy 61.
§ 804 Responsibilities
The purpose of the Student Parking Appeals Board is:  

2. The Board shall be responsible for hearing all appeals under its jurisdiction, as established in §703, made by members of the Student Body of George Mason University, provided those persons shall have not previously waved their right to an appeal;
3. The Board shall be responsible for hearing all appeals in a timely manner;
4. The Board shall conduct its hearings publicly, and appellants shall be accorded fair treatment without prejudice as to their liability;
5. The Board shall be responsible for the dissemination of information regarding appeals procedures, the times and locations of its hearings, contact with its members, and publication of its rulings.
 

§ 805 Membership
The Board shall consist of at least five Members, one of whom shall be a Chairman designated to head the Board.
§ 806 Appointment and Term
The Student Body President shall appoint a Chairman of the Board, and four Members with the advice and consent of members present of the Senate;
The Members of the Board shall hold office at the pleasure of the Student Body President and Student Senate for a term to begin on August 31 of each year, and to end on September 1 of the following year;
The Student Body President shall have the power to fill all vacancies that may occur during the recess of the Student Senate, by granting commission that shall expire at the end of the Senate’s next session.
§ 807 Powers of the Chairman
The Chairman of the Board shall have the following duties and powers:
4. The power to preside over the hearing sessions of the Board and to see to it that the rules and regulations of the Board are properly executed;
5. The power to appoint one or more Vice-Chairmen to fulfill or assist in the duties of office should the Chairman be unable to do so;
6. The power to represent the Board in an official capacity to the University administration, to the other branches of Student Government, and to the public.
§ 808 Vacancy in the Office of the Chairman of the Board
5. Whenever the Chairman of the Board is unable to perform the duties of office, or the office is vacant, the powers of the office shall devolve upon the Vice-Chairman so designated by the Chairman to act during said absence;
6. Whenever the Chairman of the Board shall have not designated a Vice-Chairman, the Student Body President shall have the authority to appoint a Member of the Board to act as Chairman, until such time as the office has been filled.
§ 809 Qualifications for Office
1. Members shall be qualified electors of George Mason University, meaning that they must be an enrolled student at George Mason University;
2. Members shall be qualified to continue in office provided they are considered in good academic standing with the University Registrar.
§ 810 Vacancies
If a Member shall have resigned, graduated, or been removed from office prior to the completion of his or her term, the Student Body President fill the vacancy.
§ 811 Removal from Office
The Members of the Board shall be removed from office at the discretion of the Student Body President, or by way of Impeachment for and conviction of, malfeasance, corruption, neglect of duty, or other high crimes and misdemeanors.
§ 812 Powers
1. The Board shall have the power to hear all appeals under its jurisdiction, established in §703, and to appropriately adjudicate such appeals;
2. The Board shall have the power to uphold, amend, or overturn all appeals brought before it.
§ 813 Appeals Procedures
1. Pursuant to University Administrative Policy 51, any student whose parking citation shall have been upheld by the University Appeals Officer, or other designated official, may file an appeal with the Board for its consideration;
2. While the citation is under review by the Board, the liability of the appellant shall be held in abeyance, until a final judgment is rendered by the Board;
3. Any appellant who wishes to retract their appeal may do so, and will be held liable for the terms of the previously upheld citation.
§ 814 Hearing Process
1. Appeals brought before the Board shall be heard by a panel of no less than three members, over which the Chairman, or a designated Vice-Chairman, shall preside;
2. Appellants will be granted an opportunity to present their grounds for overturning or amending a citation;
3. The Board shall, following the presentation of the appellant, deliberate as to the merits of the appeal and promptly issue a ruling as to the discharge of an appeal;
The ruling of the Board is deemed to be final, and no further appeal is possible or permitted.

Title IV: The Election & Disputes Commission
Chapter 1: General Provisions 

§ 101 Membership 
There shall be no more than nine Commissioners serving on Elections & Disputes Commission, and no fewer than five Commissioners. 

§ 102 Publication of Rulings and Other Records 

The decisions of the Elections & Disputes Commission under Student Government shall be printed and distributed as soon as practicable after rendition. This shall apply to all other Commission documents. Annually they shall be bound and published in the Reports of the Student Government. 

§103 Public Access to Commission 

The Elections & Disputes Commission shall be open to the public and all hearings by said commission shall be conducted openly, unless otherwise specifically restricted by statute. All commission hearings shall, upon request, provide the public access to the Commission documents. 

§ 104 Deliberations 

All deliberations of the Elections & Disputes Commission shall be conducted in secret as per judicial tradition, but the record of such deliberations shall be made public as soon as practical after the rendition of a decision. 

§ 105 Disqualification 

Any Commissioner shall disqualify himself in any proceeding in which his impartiality might reasonably be questioned. 

Subtitle I: Organization of the Elections & Disputes Commission
Chapter 2: Elections & Disputes Commission

§ 201 Number of Commissioners and Quorum 

The Elections & Disputes Commission of George Mason University shall consist of a Chairman of the Elections & Disputes Commission and Associate Commissioners. The Elections & Disputes Commission shall not consist of an even number of Commissioners. Quorum shall consist of no less than the Chairman of the Elections & Disputes Commission and  four Associate Commissioners.

§ 202 Terms of Commission
The Elections & Disputes Commission shall hold term commencing on the first Monday in May each year.

§ 203 Selection of the Chairman of the Elections & Disputes Commission
At the opening of a the first term, a quorum of the new Commission shall elect among their number a Chairman of the Elections & Disputes Commission until the end of his tenure or until a successor is elected. The Commissioner shall office as long as their tenure at George Mason University.

§ 204 Duties and Powers of the Chairman of the Elections & Disputes Commission
The Chairman of the Elections & Disputes Commission shall have the following duties and powers: 

(1) The duty to preside over sessions of the Elections & Disputes Commission  and to see to it that the rules and regulations of the Elections & Disputes Commission are properly executed; 

(2) The duty to see to it that all cases it hears are properly and thoroughly investigated; 

(3) The duty to see to it that all parties have counsel if so desired; 

(4) The power to represent the Elections & Disputes Commission in an official capacity to the other branches of the Student Government, and to the public. 

§ 205 Vacancy or Disability in the Office of the Chairman of the Elections & Disputes Commission
Whenever the Chairman of the Elections & Disputes Commission is unable to perform the duties of office or the office is vacant, the powers and duties of the office shall devolve upon the associate commissioner next in precedence who is able to act, until such time as the disability is removed or the Commission elects another Chairman of the Elections & Disputes Commission. 

§ 206 Precedence of Associate Commissioners
Associate Commissioners shall have precedence according to the seniority of their commissions. Commissioners whose commissions bear the same date shall have precedence according seniority in class standing. 

§ 207 Qualifications for Office 

Commissioner shall be qualified electors, meaning that they must be a student at George Mason University, and must not be otherwise disqualified from voting in a general or special election. Commissioners shall be qualified to continue in office provided they are considered in good academic standing with the University Registrar. 

§ 208 Appointment and Term of Commissioners 

The Applicant must be chosen, by the Student Body President, from any student in good standing at George Mason University; 

Once chosen, the Student Body President must submit the name of the Applicant, in writing, to the Speaker of the Student Senate; 

Within two days of receiving Applicant’s name, the Speaker will transmit said name to the Chair of the Government and Academic Affairs Committee; 

Within a fortnight of receiving Applicant’s name, the Government and Academic Affairs Committee may approve the Applicant, by majority vote, recommending that the Applicant be appointed as an Associate Commissioner of the Elections & Disputes Commission to the Student Senate;

The Student Senate, at its next meeting, must deliberate and may, by a two-thirds vote of the Senate, appoint the Applicant as a Associate Commissioner of the Elections & Disputes Commission; 

Commissioners shall serve until their date of graduation from the University. 

§ 209 Vacancies 

If a Commissioner shall have resigned, graduated, or been removed from office, a new Commissioner will be selected concurrent with 4 CSG §208. 

§ 210 Officers of the Commission 

The Commission shall have the power to hire officials to assist in the execution of its duties established under the Student Body Constitution or this Code, such officers may include: 

A clerk and one or more deputy clerks as needed, who shall serve at the pleasure of the Elections & Disputes Commission. Clerks shall assist the Commission or the several Commissioners with administrative duties falling under the purview of the Commissions conduct of business.

Subtitle II: Powers of Elections & Disputes Commission
Chapter 3: Powers Generally 

§ 301 Authoritative Standing
The Elections & Disputes Commission shall have broad authority over matters pertinent to the Commission's constitutional purpose and those established in accordance with 7 CSG.

§ 302 Rule Making 

The Elections & Disputes Commission shall have the power to craft all rules, or determined by statute, that are necessary to their operation, provided said rules do not contravene any provisions of this Title or this Code. 

       

 Chapter 4: Internal and External Rule Creation 

§ 401 Rules of Internal Administration 

The Elections & Disputes Commission shall have the power to make any and all rules necessary for the successful administration of its internal operations, provided such rules do not violate this Title or this Code . 

§ 402 Constitutional Review 

The Elections & Disputes Commission shall have the power to hear disputes that arise over matters of constitutionality of either branch in terms of the Student Body Constitution, the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Virginia, or the Constitution of the United States. 

Title V: Budget and Finance

Chapter 1: Spending Procedure
§ 101 Appropriations from the Student Government Fund

The Treasurer and the Vice Treasurer are authorized to disburse from the Treasury of the Student Government in such amounts as shall be determined by statute. 

§ 102 Discretionary Allocation for Use by the President 

The Student Body President shall have power to allocate not greater than five percent of the Student Government Budget unless the student government budget consists of less than $20,000. If the student government budget consists of less than $20,000, then the Student Body President shall have no authority to allocate. 

§ 103 Appropriations for the Elections and Disputes Commission
The Chairman of the Elections and Disputes Commission, or his designee, is authorized to disburse from the Treasury of the Student Government:

(1) $1,000.00 for maintaining the computer and programming, printing costs of elections packets, promoting and conducting of the elections.  These funds are guaranteed to the Commission and can not be decreased under any circumstances. The Chair of the Elections and Disputes Commission or his or her designee, shall under no circumstance be subject to the will of the Student Government, by statue or resolution, as to how these funds are allocated and\or spent in anyway as the Elections and Disputes Commission is a separate entity and can not be subject to the will of the Government when running fair and free elections, as per the Code of Student Governance, Title VII, Chapter 2, § 201, “The Elections and Disputes Commission shall be an independent body, which shall administer all elections of the Student Government.”

§ 104 Procedure for the Allocation of Funds
Any requests for funds must be submitted in bill form to the Student Senate and will subsequently be sent to the chair of the Senate Finance Committee, who must present it to the Senate Finance Committee, unless sent into second reading. The Senate Finance Committee will review the bill of financial allocation to be resubmitted to the floor of the Senate. 
§ 105 Procedure for the Allocation of Funds for Printing

(1) A total of five percent of the Student Government budget shall be allocated for printing services.

(2) Any Members of Student Government may use these allocated funds given they obtain the written permission from their respective branch leadership.

a. Members of the Legislative Branch must receive written permission from either the Speaker or Speaker Pro-Tempore.

b. Members of the Executive Branch must receive written permission from either the Student Body President or Student Body Vice President

c. Members of the Elections and Disputes Commission must receive written permission from the Chairman of the Commission.

(3) Under no circumstance shall more than $150.00 be spent on any single printing purchase unless approved by the Student Senate appropriations process otherwise.

(4) All receipts and a copy of the written permission (with a signature) from the respective branch leader authorizing any such expenditure shall immediately be provided to either the Treasurer or Chair of the Senate Finance Committee.

(5) Any funds not utilized at the end of the academic year shall be reserved to the main Student Government account.

§ 106 Time Limitation for Appropriations 

Any funds allocated to a non-event by the Student Senate of George Mason University will be subject to a limitation of time in which the allocated funds are available. All money allocated to an event that remains unspent at the completion of the event shall be recouped at the completion of the event.  Funds allocated will need to be used three weeks after being allocated, upon which funds that are not used for their original purposes will be reabsorbed back into the Student Government Account, unless otherwise specified by statute within legislation.   

§ 107 Required Expense Detail
Any requests for the allocation of funds shall be accompanied by a line item description of all expenses thereunto pertaining. No blanket or general allocations shall be made, and allocations shall only be made for concrete and specific costs. Any line item exceeding $200 shall be broken down into its constituent expenses. Any individual line item which cannot be further dissembled and shall exceed $200 may be included only upon the testimony of the requesting party as to the nature and necessity of such an item. This line item request must be included in the bill of financial allocation.

§ 108 Spending power authority in case of an Emergency Situation 

Authority to spend funds from the Student Government Treasury shall be granted in order of the following list if both the Treasurer and the Vice Treasurer are incapable of authorizing the transaction, in which case bearers of spending responsibility must describe to the Senate the circumstances and amounts relevant to the transaction: Student Body President, Speaker of the Student Senate, Speaker Pro Tempore of the Student Senate, and Chair of the Senate Finance Committee. 

Use of this procedure constitutes a declaration of an Emergency Situation by the authorizing individual on grounds that all individuals herein listed are unavailable to authorize allocated expenses.
Title VI: Elections and Voting 

Chapter 1: General Provisions
§ 101 Applicability
The provisions of this title shall apply to all elections held by the Student Government, pursuant to provisions of the Student Body Constitution and of the Code of Student Governance generally. 

§ 102 Definitions
As used in this title, unless context requires another meaning:

(1) “Candidate” means a student who is seeking an elected office in Student Government during an election period and is qualified to have his or her name placed on the ballot. This shall include anyone who is a “write-in” candidate;

(2) “Constitutional office” or “constitutional officer” means any office or officer established by the Student Body Constitution;

(3) “Election” means a general or special election;

(4) “Election and Dispute Commission”, “Election Commission”, or “Commission” means a commission appointed, pursuant to §202 of this Title, to administer Student Government elections;

(5) “Commissioner” means any duly appointed commissioner of the Election and Dispute Commission;

(6) “Officer of election” means any person appointed by the Election and Dispute Commission to assist in the conduct of elections;

(7) “Polling place” means any place or places designated by the Election and Dispute Commission, as well as, computer terminals where qualified voters may vote;

(8) “General election” means any election held by the Student Government for the purpose of filling constitutional offices regularly scheduled by statute to be filled;

(9) “Special election” means any election held pursuant to statue to fill a vacancy or hold a referendum; 

(10) “Qualified voter” means a person entitled to vote pursuant to the Student Body Constitution and the Code of Student Governance generally; 

(11) “Referendum” means a public measure submitted by the Senate, to the students, for popular approval, including constitutional amendments;

 “Campaign” or “Campaigning” means any person, organization, or entity that shall be involved in the promotion of a candidate or candidates for any position in the Student Government. Campaign shall refer only to those organizations and individuals directly under the control of the candidate(s).

Chapter 2: Election and Dispute Commission
§ 201 Establishment of the Commission
The Election and Dispute Commission shall be an independent body, which shall administer all elections of the Student Government. 

§ 202 Composition of the Commission
Election and Dispute Commission, which shall consist of no less than three and no more than thirteen Commissioners, and shall have the power to enforce and maintain all election procedures set forth in this title. The Commission shall also have the power to appoint officers of election to assist in the conduct of elections, and shall have the power to remove the same. The Commission may not take any official action until it shall be fully constituted, as herein provided. 

§ 203 Commission Agencies
The Election Judicial Board, which shall consist only of Commissioners, and shall have the power to investigate and rule on any grievances claiming violation of election regulations, and administer any necessary remedies. 

§ 204 Commissioners
The Commissioners shall be civil officers under the Student Government, and shall be appointed by the Student Body President, with the advice and consent of two-thirds of the Senate, for a term lasting until graduation or resignation. 

§ 205 Chairman of the Commission
The body of the Election and Disputes Commission will vote upon the Chairman of the Commission and he or she will remain the chairman until graduation or resignation. 

§ 206 Oath of Office 
Commissioners shall be bound by an oath of office, pursuant to Article IV, Section 2 of the Student Body Constitution. 

§ 207 General Restrictions
(1) No Commissioner shall simultaneously hold any other office in the Student Government; 

(2) No Commissioner shall assist any candidate for office or participate in any political campaign having a vested interest in the outcome of any election administered by the Commission;

(3) No Commissioner, who shall resign his office, shall be eligible to run for an elected office within the Student Government for the next academic year.

§ 208 Removal from Office
The Student Senate, by a two-thirds vote, may remove any Commissioner. 

§ 209 Officers of Election
Pursuant to §202 of this Title, the Commission may appoint a student to serve as an officer of election, to serve for the duration of any election duly established by statute. 

§ 210 Oath of Office
Officers of election shall be bound by an oath of office, pursuant to Article IV, Section 2 of the Student Body Constitution. 

§ 211 General Powers
Officers of election shall have the power to:

(1) Assist any Commissioner in administering ballots during an election;

(2) Assist in any other duties the Commission may require during an election, except duties specifically prohibited.

§ 212 Restrictions
Officers of election shall not:

(1) Be candidates for office or hold any other office under Student Government;

(2) Assist any candidate for office or participate in any political campaign having a vested interest in the outcome of any election administered by the Commission;

(3) Handle cast ballots or participate in the counting of cast ballots; 

(4) Participate in meetings of the Commission or hearings of the Judicial Board;

(5) Exercise any powers expressly given to Commissioners.

§ 213 Removal from Office
Any officer of election may be removed from office by a majority vote of the Commission. Any Officer of Election may be removed from office by a majority vote of the Senate. 

§ 214 Hearings of the Election Judicial Board
At least three Commissioners shall preside over hearings in order to hear any grievance claiming violation of election regulations. 

§ 215 Reporting
(1) The Commission shall report to the Senate or to the President upon request;

(2) Within two weeks following an election, the Commission shall submit a written report to the Senate assessing the operations of the election. The report shall include conclusions on the effectiveness of election regulations, and recommendations on ways to improve electoral administration.

§ 216 Public Record
The Commission and the Election Judicial Board shall keep a full and public record of their meetings and any hearings or rulings that they may make. 

§ 217 Candidates’ Meetings
The Commission shall hold no less than two meetings with candidates for the purpose of allowing candidates to properly file documents pertaining to their candidacy and to provide candidates with all necessary information regarding the election and election procedures. Similarly, the Elections & Disputes Commission shall hold office hours during the period of the election in the Office of Student Activities, to make themselves available for questions or concerns by candidates.  

§ 218 Requirements
(1) The Commission shall take all necessary steps to ensure that a website to provide for electronic voting will be utilized. The Commission shall ensure that the website is in proper working order. 

(2) Publicize, to the satisfaction of the Student Senate, all relevant information to the conduct of the Student Government elections.

Chapter 3: Candidacy and Referenda
§ 301 Candidates
To be considered for candidacy in elections, students must meet eligibility requirements. 

§ 302 Academic Standing
All students must be in good academic standing as determined by the George Mason University Registrar at the time of candidacy declared and filed with the Commission. In accordance with the semester previous grade point average must have at least 2.0. Students on academic suspension, probation, warning or recorded honor code violations are not eligible for candidacy. 

§ 303 Registration
The following criteria must be met in order to be recognized as a candidate for office within the student government elections: 

(1) Undergraduate students must be registered for at least nine hours per semester during candidacy. Graduate student must be registered for a minimum of six hours per semester during candidacy.

(2) Candidates for the office of Student Body President and Student Body Vice President must be full time students during the academic term in which they are seeking to hold office.

(3) Candidates for the Senate must be full time students during at least the first semester of the academic term in which they are seeking to hold office. 

§ 304 Candidate Meetings
Candidates must attend all meetings designated by the Commission where candidate attendance is required. No meeting shall be called or designated mandatory where such a meeting is designed to preclude the attendance of one or more parties. 

§ 305 Candidate Filing
All candidates must present a packet, provided by the Commission, filing their candidacy with the Commission. The packets provided by the Commission must be provided to the candidates ten school days before they are due. Candidacy packets must include:

(1) The full name of the candidate, current address, home and work phone numbers, University email address, class standing, school/college of enrollment and student’s G number ;

(2) The signed statement affirming that the candidate has read, understands, and promises to abide by the rules governing the election as documented;

(3) A signed release for academic records to be obtained for the Commission by the Vice President for University Life or a designee thereof, for the purposes of confirming the candidate’s Grade Point Average, academic standing, and Honor Committee records;

(4) A petition form containing signatures, majors, and student identification numbers of all signers. Candidates for President and Vice-President must have 300 signatures, total between both candidates, to be placed on the ballot. Candidates for the Senate must have a minimum of 150 signatures from any registered George Mason Student;

(5) A signed statement from a George Mason University faculty or staff member acknowledging the students’ potential candidacy;

(6) The Commission shall verify the validity of the petition signatures.

(7) A 300 character description of the candidate’s platform and/or qualifications to be displayed on the election ballot

(8) When completing the petition form, signatures cannot be obtained within the confines of the Student Government office, during any official meeting of Student Government, or during any candidate meetings; which applies to both current Student Government members and non-members alike. Violation of this statue is to be determined by the Election and Dispute Commission.

§ 306 Falsification of Signatures, Penalties
Any candidate who willingly and knowingly falsifies, or willingly and knowingly participates in the falsification of, petition signatures shall be disqualified from the election, and considered ineligible to hold any elected position in the Student Government. 

§ 307 Candidate Positions on Ballots
The name of each candidate and the position for which they are running shall be placed on the ballot. The ballot position shall be determined by a random drawing. Should a candidate, by written notification, withdraw from the election, their name and position shall be removed from the ballot. 

§ 308 Write-In Candidates
Any individuals campaigning for write-in positions shall fall under the proper jurisdiction of this title and all other relevant statutes. To be considered to have won and election, a write-in candidate shall be required to accumulate no fewer than 50 votes. If there shall be more total candidates than positions, write-in candidates shall be subject to the same plurality requirements as any other candidates, as henceforth provided in Title VII, Section 510. 

§ 309 Filing Period
(1) Once an individual has completed his or her election packet and has returned it to a location designated by the Elections & Disputes Commission, the Elections & Disputes Commission will validate the candidate’s filing and will send written notification to the candidate that they are officially a candidate for the office in which they are seeking. At such point in time, those individuals are bound by the provisions of this title and any other provisions relevant under this code; 

(2) The filing period will be a ten-day period ending on the Friday prior to day of Spring break week marked by an of E-mail from the Chairman of the Election & Disputes Commission stating the candidate’s approval to run for desired position. 

§ 310 Candidacy Period
At such point in time as the Commission has determined that an individual filing for candidacy has met the qualifications for candidacy, said individual shall be a candidate for office for a period extending until the conclusion of the general or special election following the date of candidacy but may not campaign for office until the designated time stipulated with Chapter 4: Campaigning of this Title; 

§ 311 Referenda
Only referendum questions or constitutional amendments passed by the Senate, pursuant to relevant provisions under statute, shall be placed on the ballot. 

§ 312 Placement on Ballot
All referenda or constitutional amendments shall be placed on the same ballot as that of candidates for office during a general election, or special election in which there are candidates for office, unless specified otherwise by statute.

Chapter 4: Campaigning
§ 401 Applicability
All individuals campaigning for positions in the Student Government shall fall under the provisions of this title and all other relevant provisions of this code. 

§ 402 Posting of Materials 
All election campaigns must abide by Student Centers rules and regulations regarding postings of campaign advertisements and propaganda. 

§ 403. Disclosure of Sponsors
(1) Propaganda and media supporting a particular candidate or issue, with a vested interest in the outcome of any election administered by the Commission, must disclose the name of all sponsoring individuals, groups, or organizations;

(2) All sponsoring information shall be provided to the Commission by the campaign. The Commission may at its discretion disclose all or none of the information, with a rule uniformly applied to all campaigns; 

(3) All sponsors of any particular candidate or issue, with a vested interest in the outcome of any election administered by the Commission, must verify his/her/their endorsement in writing to the candidate and to the Commission

(4) All disclosures should be given to a member of the Election and Disputes Commission with 48 hours of receiving financial support. 

§ 404 Mass Communication
All candidates shall abide by University policies regarding acceptable use of mass communication. 

§ 405 Endorsements by Student Government
(1) The Student Government, or any branch, office, or agency therein, shall neither endorse nor support any candidate for any office;

(2) Advertisements by the Commission or Student Government shall not, in any way, indicate or otherwise imply support of any candidate for any office;

(3) There shall be a distinction between the personal and official capacities of the Student Body President and the Student Body Vice President. Excepting conditions, including but not limited to: physical presence in a space occupied by the Student Government, or an agency or branch thereof; use of official titles of, or bestowed by, the Student Government; or engaging in official business of the Student Government; the President and Vice President shall be considered in to be in their personal, or unofficial, capacity, and, during such times, shall not be limited by this Section. 

§ 406 Prohibited Space
During the times the polls are open, no candidate or campaign supporter shall loiter or congregate within thirty feet of any Election and Dispute Commission sponsored polling location; nor shall they, within such distance give, tender, or exhibit any ballot, ticket, or other campaign material to any person or solicit or in any manner attempt to influence any student in casting their vote; nor shall they hinder or delay a qualified voter in entering or leaving a polling location. 

§ 407 Inside Polling Places
1. No voter or any other person in a polling location shall in any manner attempt to influence any person in casting their vote or otherwise impede the orderly conduct of the election;

2. This section shall not be construed to prohibit a candidate or campaign supporter from entering any polling place on the day of the election to vote, provided that they comply with the provisions of this title;

3. Any computer or other device used for online balloting that is endorsed by the sponsors of any particular candidate or issue, with a vested interest in the outcome of any election administered by the Commission, is to be considered a public polling place and subject to the rules set therein of the Code of Student Governance.

§ 408 Duration of Campaign
(1) Campaigning may only commence on the Monday immediately following Spring Break week at 12:01AM. Any campaigning done prior to this start date will result in a penalty by the Elections & Disputes Commission which may include the termination of candidacy; 

(2) Campaigning must conclude at 12AM on the third (3rd) Thursday after Spring Break;

(3) All campaign materials must be disposed of by 11:59PM the Friday immediately following the election  

Chapter 5: Election Procedures
§ 501 Dates of Election
The Commission shall establish by order, annually, the dates of election. The election shall take place the third (3rd) Tuesday and Wednesday after Spring Break. 

§ 502 Ballots
The elections shall be conducted in one of the following manners:

(1) By secret ballot and each qualified voter shall place their ballot into a closed container upon the completion of the ballot:

i. The election ballots shall be in the form of an electronic ballot, unless otherwise specified by statute;

ii. Voting by methods as prescribed in Sub-Section 1 shall only be permissible in the event of an issuance of a Writ by the Supreme Court permitting it. In all other instances voting shall be conducted by electronic means as described in Sub-Section 2.

(2) By way of electronic ballot:

§ 503 Storage and Counting of Ballots
Cast ballots shall be collected throughout the duration of the election, and shall be counted upon the conclusion of the final day of election. 

§ 504 Storage
Completed ballots shall be placed in a secure location accessible by only the Commissioners, under the supervision of the Student Government advisor, and shall be stored together and not permitted to leave that location until such time as the final day of election has concluded and ballots are to be counted. 

§ 505 Counting of Ballots
(1) The ballots must be counted within twelve hours after the polls have closed on the final day of election;

(2) The ballots will be counted under the supervision of the Commission. Only one ballot per qualified voter shall be tabulated in the ballot counting.

§ 506 Candidate Representatives
(1) All candidates may send no more than one representative to attend the ballot counting. Candidate representatives shall neither interfere nor participate in the counting of the ballots nor shall they handle the ballots themselves but may directly observe the ballot counting;

(2) Candidate representatives shall be permitted to witness the tabulation of ballots without prejudice; said representatives shall comply with all other provisions of this section. In the event of an electronic ballot, the data shall be made available to inspection by the candidates.

§ 507 Archiving of Ballots and Records
All ballots and certified results of an election shall be retained for a minimum of one year following the certification of said election results. This shall also apply to any records of meetings and judicial hearings. 

§ 508 Results and Certification
A candidate must receive a plurality to be declared the winner, provided they otherwise qualify for office pursuant to this code. In the event of a tie, a runoff election shall be conducted. No more than 30 candidates, both standard and write-in candidates, shall be declared winners. The 30 candidates, both standard and write-in candidates, with the highest total number of votes, shall be declared winners. A runoff election, held for a presidential race, shall be held between all candidates tied for the highest total number of votes in the race. A runoff election, held for a senatorial race, shall be held between all candidates tied for 30th place. All runoff elections shall be held in the same manner as normal elections, subject to the direction of the Student Election Committee and regulations that the Student Senate may, by Statute, establish. 

§ 509 Candidate Eligibility Verification
Prior to certification of results, the Commission shall verify the eligibility of candidates to hold office. Candidates who fail to meet eligibility requirements are disqualified as are any votes attributed to them. 

§ 510 Certification
Upon the conclusion of counting of ballots and re-verification of candidate eligibility, the Commission shall document in writing the final results of the election, and shall prefix to this documentation, a certificate. The Commission and the Student Government Advisor shall sign this certificate. It shall read: “All qualified ballots and votes being accounted for, the following results of this election, held (dates here), are official and certified by the Election and Dispute Commission of George Mason University. All candidates achieving plurality are hereby declared elected, and all referenda achieving the same are hereby declared in effect. So say us one, so say us all.” 

§ 512 Disclosure of Results
The Commission, upon certification, shall announce election results at a public forum on the Thursday immediately following the election.  

§ 513 Delaying The Election
The Commission will have to power to delay the dates of the election given that the election period set by the Commission is equivalent to the previous dates that were approved by the Commission.

§ 514 Special Elections

The Elections and Disputes Commission shall have the power to hold a special election for reasons not limited to the vacancy of both the office of the Student Body President and Student Body Vice President or the failure of Senate to hold twenty one members. The Elections and Disputes Commission has the power to set the time period of a special election, and the election shall be held following 6 CSG.

§516 Voting

Students may vote on up to 30 candidates that are included on the ballot for the General Election. Write in candidates are to be incorporated into this number. 
Chapter 6: Grievances
§ 601 Grievances
Any student or candidate wishing to protest any possible infraction of these bylaws shall submit their complaint in writing to the Commission, within seventy-two hours of the certification, or before certification when an infraction shall be observed, in a manner so prescribed by the Commission. 

§ 602 Convening of the Election Judicial Board
The Election Judicial Board shall convene to hear grievances within forty-eight hours of receiving a filed complaint for the purposes of investigating and ruling on any grievances filed, and may, if necessary, delay the announcement of election results, and sanction any candidate or candidate supporters that have been found liable for violating provisions of this title. 

§ 603 Disclosure of Rulings
All rulings of the Election Judicial Board shall be publicly disclosed within twenty-four hours after a hearing. 

§ 604 Judicial Standard
If the Election Judicial Board is satisfied beyond a reasonable doubt that an individual or group has violated provisions of this title, the individual or group shall be sanctioned. All infractions and the resulting sanctions will be publicly disclosed within twenty-four hours after any hearing. Such penalties may only be given and enforced by the Commission.

§ 605 Removal From Candidacy
At the discretion of the Election Judicial Board, the candidate will be immediately removed from the candidacy based on the severity of the offense. These may be, but are not limited to, voter fraud, fraudulent filings of grievances, physical threat to other candidates, criminal/illegal actions, and GMU Honor Code violation sanctioned by the Honor Committee. 

§ 606 Recounts
1. Any candidate may file a grievance requesting that all ballots cast be recounted;

2. The Election Judicial Board shall hear the grievance and rule in favor of a re-count if it believes the preponderance of evidence presented indicates:

i. An error on the part of the Commission in the counting and certification of results;

ii. That a re-count may change the outcome of an election.

§ 607 Reruns

Any candidate may file a grievance requesting a rerun, in whole or part, of an election; The Election Judicial Board shall hear the grievance and rule in favor of a rerun if it believes that the evidence presented gives solid proof that:

(1) The elections or ballots have been subject to tampering;

(2) The elections were otherwise not valid or legal.
Title VII: Commencement Cords
Subtitle I: Commencement Cords
Chapter 1: Commencement Cords

§ 101 Establishment of Cords

Graduating members of the Student Government, or those who have previously served on the Student Government, as hereinafter defined, shall be eligible to receive commencement cords upon graduation from the University.  The cords shall be white and gold, Distinction, excepting whereas a student shall have met sufficient requirements hereinafter defined, to warrant cords of Exceptional Distinction, which shall be white and green.

§ 102 Eligibility for Cords of Distinction

Any person who shall have served two years, consecutively or otherwise, on the Student Senate, as a commissioner or Chair of the Elections and Disputes Commission, As Student Body President or Vice President, or a Secretary or Director in the Executive Cabinet, or any combination of the aforementioned positions, shall be eligible for cords of Distinction.

§ 103 Eligibility for Cords of Exceptional Distinction
 Any person who shall have served four years on the Student Senate, as commissioner or Chair of the Elections or Disputes Commission, As Student Body President or Vice President, or a Secretary or Director in the Executive Cabinet, or any combination of the aforementioned positions, shall be eligible for cords of Exceptional Distinction.

§ 104Application for Exception

Any person who feels that they shall have made such a contribution to the Student Government and the University at large may submit an application to the Application Review Committee for their judgment.

Chapter 2: Application Review Committee

§ 201 Composition of the Committee

The Application Review Committee shall be comprised of the Speaker Pro Tempore of the Student Senate, Speaker of the Student Senate, the Student Body President, the Student Body Vice President, and, if applicable, the applicant’s Committee Chair, or overseeing Secretary, and shall convene only if an application for exception is filed.  

§ 202 Votes of the Committee

The Committee may elect to grant or deny the application.  Any vote of the Committee must be a majority in either the affirmative or the negative.  A tie vote shall not be considered as either a granting or denial of the application.  The deliberation of the Committee shall be secret.

§ 203 Votes on Applications for Exception

 In the event of an Application for Exception, the Committee may, after review of a written application, and, at the discretion of the Committee, arrive at one of the following verdicts:

(1) To grant cords of Distinction to an applicant not previously eligible;
(2) To grant cords of Exceptional Distinction to an applicant previously eligible to receive cords of Distinction;
(3) To deny the application.
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