Article I: Name
The Name of the organization shall be the Ursinus Student Government Association (USGA).

Article II: Objective, Aims, and Purpose
It shall be the purpose of the USGA to foster student unity, establish better student-faculty and student-administration relationships, and coordinate student interests.  The Ursinus Student government Association gives students a chance to be involved with and have an influence on campus.

Article III: Membership and Eligibility Criteria
Section A: All full-time students of Ursinus College shall be considered members of USGA and shall have all rights afforded to members.
Article IV: Voting
Section A: All members in good standing with the college may vote.

1. When voting for a new organization or club, only those votes cast by students who attended both the meeting which the organization originally presented and the meeting which the voting occurs will be valid.

a. Any student who informs the USGA Executive Board prior to the presentation with a valid reason as to why they must miss the meeting may vote at the following meeting.

Section B: At least five members outside of the Executive Board must be present at a meeting in order to constitute a quorum.

Section C: Proxy votes are allowed.  Two letters must be written; one letter must be sent to the Vice-President before the meeting and the other must be presented at the meeting by another member.

Section D: In the event of a tie, the President shall cast the deciding vote or table the issue until the next meeting.
Article V: Officers
Section A: The Ursinus Student Government Association shall have a President, Vice-President, Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, and Historian.  These officers comprise the Executive Board.

Section B: All officers must be active members of USGA and have a minimum GPA of 2.5.

1.  An active member will be defined as a member of USGA who attends half of all meetings.

Section C: The President must have previous experience on the Executive Board.

        1.  In the case that only one student is eligible to run for President, another student (without Executive Board experience) may run for office.

Section D: The term of office shall be May 15 to May 14 of the following year.

Section E: Election of officers shall be held annually by a campus wide election.

    1. In order to run for office, students must obtain a registration form from the Student Activities Office; upon completion this form must be returned to the Student Activities Office by a specified date.

    2. Students may only submit a registration form to run for one position per executive board.

    3. Any student who has plans to go abroad for all or part of the academic year for which the election is being held may not run for office.

i. In the event that a student elected to office goes abroad for all or part off the academic year for which he or she has been elected, the office will be considered vacant and a special election will be held to fill the vacancy.

    4. Students will be given at least 5 business days notice of upcoming elections.

    5.  Vacancies in office shall be filled by a special campus wide election that is subject to the same provisions described above.
Article VI: Duties of Officers
Section A: President

    1. The President shall be the chief executive officer of USGA.

    2. The President, with the approval of the Executive Board, directs the budget of USGA.

Section B: The Vice-President

1. The Vice-President shall assume the duties of the President should the office become vacant prior to the election of a new President, or in the absence of the President.

2. The Vice-President will have a current copy of the constitution and its bylaws.

3. The Vice-President will perform other duties as directed by the President.

Section C: The Recording Secretary

1. The Recording Secretary shall be responsible for taking attendance at all meetings and keeping the minutes of all meetings.

2. The Recording Secretary will perform other duties as directed by the President.

Section D: Corresponding Secretary

1. The Corresponding Secretary shall be responsible for all correspondences of USGA.

2. The Corresponding Secretary will perform other duties as directed by the President.

Section E: The Treasurer
1. The Treasurer shall be accountable for all financial matters of USGA.
2. The Treasurer shall make a semi-annual report containing a list of all receipts and disbursements.

3. The Treasurer shall be the President of the Activities Fee Allocation Committee (AFAC).

4. The Treasurer will perform other duties as directed by the President.

Section F: The Historian

1. The Historian shall be responsible for keeping a photographic record of all events sponsored by USGA.

2. The Historian will perform other duties as directed by the President.

Section G: The Advisor

1. The Advisor shall assist the group in their execution of roles and responsibilities.

2. The Advisor shall provide feedback to the organization regarding its operation and functioning.

3. The Advisor shall serve as a resource for alternatives with regards to decision making and ideas.

4. The Advisor shall be aware of the organization’s finances and all financial transactions.

5. The Advisor should provide advice upon request, and also should share knowledge, expertise, and experience with the group.

Article VII: Committees

Section A: All members of USGA are eligible to serve on committees.
Section B: Standing Committees:

1. There shall be a committee which consists of six USGA members that will be responsible for aiding Ursinus students who must address the Judiciary Board, or students who currently feel left out or unaccepted by the Ursinus community.

2. USGA is responsible for appointing students to the following joint faculty-student committees.

a. Academic Council

b. Academic Discipline

c. Academic Support 

d. Arts and Lecture Committee

e. Campus Planning and Priorities

f. Committee on Diversity

g. Graduate and Professional Education

h. Intercollegiate Athletics

i. Judiciary Board

j. Outcomes Assessment 

k. Parking Group

l. Student Activities and Services Committee

Section C: The USGA Executive Board will have the ability to create special committees on an as needed basis.

Article VIII: Class Government
Section A: USGA is responsible for overseeing the elections and organization of all class government.

Section B: All class Executive Boards will be comprised of a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Social Chair.

Section C: Responsibilities of Class Officers will be set forth by the USGA Executive Board.  These responsibilities include, but are not limited to, the upkeep of class notebooks and presence at USGA meetings.  The responsibilities for the upcoming academic year will be announced before the election of the Class Officers that will serve throughout that year.

Section D: Class Officers, as an entity of USGA, will be subject to the same rules and regulations as the USGA Executive Board, with the exception that they do not have to be “Active Members”.

Article IX: Meetings
Section A: The times for regularly scheduled meetings shall be determined at the beginning of each semester.

Section B: Notification of Meetings:

1. At least 3-business days notice shall be given for each regular business meeting of the organization via e-mail and/or fliers.

2. Special or emergency meetings may be called with less than 1 day notice by the Executive Board.

Section C: All organizations receiving money from AFAC must send at least one liaison to a designated USGA meeting each month, known as a “Town Hall Meeting”.

1. At least one week’s notice will be given before the designated meeting will be held.

2. Each representative may represent no more than two organizations per meeting.

Article X: Impeachment

Section A: Any USGA officer may be impeached for failure to perform his or her prescribed duties properly and in good faith after being notified about the impeachment in writing at least two weeks prior to the meeting at which the impeachment will be considered.

Section B: Upon a two-thirds vote of members present, an officer shall be removed from his or her position.

Section C: The same provisions will apply to class governments with the exception that only students from the class year will be eligible to vote on impeachment of their respective officer.

Section D: The position will remain vacant until a special campus wide or class wide election is held to fill the position.

Section E: The impeached officer is not eligible to run in the special election to fill his or her position but may run for office in the subsequent year(s).

Article XI: Amendments

Section A: This constitution may be amended at any meeting if the amendment was presented verbatim at a previous meeting, in which organizations’ representatives were asked to be present.
1. All students must be notified of any constitutional change one week prior to voting via email or flyers. 

Section B: No amendment shall be carried unless passed by two-thirds vote of members present.
