AUBG Student Government By-Law on the All-Student Assembly

I. Purpose and Duration

A. In light of the Mission of the American University in Bulgaria to promote democracy and the skills of leadership and of the “Public Statement on Democracy at AUBG” approved by the students on April 18, 2003, the AUBG Student Government establishes the practice of an All-Student Assembly on a trial basis during the 2003-2004 and 2004-2005 academic years.  During this period, the Officers of the Student Government shall organize and promote meetings of the All-Student Assembly in the manner described in this By-Law and shall consider the decisions of the All-Student Assembly as binding upon the Student Government as a whole.  At the end of the two-year trial period, the Student Government will evaluate the performance of the All-Student Assembly and, if deemed worthwhile, initiate the process of amending the Constitution so as to make the Assembly a permanent feature of student governance at AUBG.
II. Membership

A.  Membership in the All-Student Assembly is open to all currently enrolled students of the American University in Bulgaria.  All students who choose to attend meetings of the Assembly have equal rights to voice their opinions before the Assembly, as well as to propose and second motions, propose and second amendments to motions before the assembly, and to vote on all matters before the Assembly.  There is no quorum for meetings of the Assembly.
III. Authority

A. During the trial period, the All-Student Assembly shall be considered as being the highest decision-making body of the Student Government.  With the exception of the actions noted in Section B, the Assembly has the power to take all actions deemed to be in the interest of the AUBG student body, including the power to:

i. approve the expenditure of funds 

ii. establish guidelines and criteria for the work of the various standing committees of the Student Government 

iii. set goals and objectives of the work of the Student Government as a whole

iv. issue statements on behalf of the students of AUBG recommending, supporting, or opposing particular policies or actions of the Administration of the University, or addressing any external individual or body.

B.  During the trial period, the All-Student Assembly shall not have the power to recall Officers of the Student Government or to amend the Constitution, nor to initiate these processes, as the current Constitution specifies other procedures in these cases.
IV. Types of Meetings

A.  Regular Meetings of the All-Student Assembly will be held during the first four weeks of each academic semester.  Regular Meetings of the Assembly are organized by the Chair of the Senate, in cooperation with the other Officers of the Student Government.  In addition to any other matters the organizers may wish to address, Regular Meetings of the Assembly will include the following mandatory agenda items:

i. a proposed overall Student Government Budget for the upcoming semester, including total amounts to be appropriated for clubs, parties, office supplies, Officer discretionary funds, etc. To be prepared and presented to the Assembly by the Budgetary Committee of the SG.

ii. proposed guidelines and criteria to be used by the BC in awarding funds to the various clubs and activities sponsored by the Student Government.  Also to be prepared and presented to the Assembly by the Budgetary Committee,

iii. proposed guidelines and criteria for the selection and evaluation of student representatives to the various University committees and bodies.  To be prepared and presented to the Assembly by the Student Representatives Committee.

iv. proposed goals and priorities for the work of the Student Government during the coming semester.  To be prepared and presented by the President of the Student Government, in cooperation with the other Officers of the SG.

B.  Extraordinary Meetings of the All-Student Assembly concerning particular issues may be called at any time in either of the following two ways:

i. with a 2/3 majority vote of the Senate

ii. with a written petition calling for the approval of a specific motion by the Assembly, signed by at least 10% of currently enrolled students and filed with the Chair of the Senate, who will then organize a Meeting within 10 days of classes.

V. Meeting Procedures

A. All Meetings of the All-Student Assembly must be formally announced at least one week in advance. The formal Notice announcing the Meeting must include the date, time, and place of the Meeting, as well as Agenda items formulated in terms of specific motions to be considered by the Assembly.  Agenda items or issues, which have not been listed on the formal. Notice may not be discussed or acted upon at the Meeting.  Motions must be stated in positive terms and may be placed on the Agenda as mandatory items for Regular Meetings, by a simple majority vote in the Senate, or as a result of a formal petition signed by 10% of current students.  The Senate may also include discussion items on the Agenda in order to gather student perspectives on specific issues.
B. In general, Meetings of the All-Student Assembly shall be run as classic Town Hall Meetings according to Robert’s Rules of Order, adapted to suit the conditions of AUBG.  The Faculty Advisor of the Student Government, with the assistance of the other Officers of the SG, shall inform the Members of the All-Student Assembly about the basic procedures and rules of order at the beginning of each Meeting of the Assembly.  In brief, these adapted rules and procedures should include at least the following:
i. The Chair of the Senate shall act as Moderator for all Meetings of the All-Student Assembly, shall decide all questions of order and procedure, and shall announce the results of all votes.  The Senate will also appoint a Secretary to take minutes during the Assembly Meeting.

ii. In order for the Assembly to act on or discuss an item on the Agenda, the Moderator will call for a motion, followed by a second.  If no motion or second can be found, the Meeting will proceed to the next item on the Agenda.

iii. After a motion has been made and seconded, the Moderator will open the floor for discussion and questions.  In order to address the Assembly, each speaker must be recognized by the Moderator.  No one will be recognized by the Moderator while another person is speaking, except to raise a point of order or procedure.

iv. Any speaker may move to amend a motion under discussion, although he or she will need to secure a second in order to bring the amendment to a vote.  Amendments over ten (1O) words must be submitted to the Moderator in writing and, if over fifty (50) words, sufficient copies must be made available to all members of the Assembly before the beginning of the Meeting.

v. The Moderator may deem amendments, motions, and/or discussion to be beyond the scope of the given Agenda item and cut off discussion at any time.  The Moderator may also set time limits for presentations and end discussion when deemed appropriate.

vi. All matters before the Assembly shall be decided by a simple majority vote.  If possible and appropriate, the Assembly shall use voice-voting (‘yeas’ vs. ‘nays’).  If a voice-vote is questioned or if any Member of the Assembly is uncomfortable with voice-voting, written ballots may be used.

vii. When justice or order requires, exceptions to these rules whenever the Moderator deems it appropriate under the circumstances.

VI. Enforcement

A.  Failure on the part of any Officer of the Student Government to fulfill the responsibilities outlined in this By-Law shall be considered grounds for impeachment, according to the provisions of Article 13 of the “Rules, Regulations, and Procedures of the AUBG Student Government.”
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