Article V: Elections

Section 1

Elections Periods:

a. Senator elections shall be held within the first three weeks of the fall semester as determined by the Executive Board.

b. Student government officer elections shall be held during the third week of March, as determined by the Executive Board.

c. Senior Class Officer elections shall be held during the third week of March, day to be determined by the Executive Board.

d. First year, sophomore, and Junior Class Officers elections shall be held during the third week of the fall semester, as determined by the Executive Board.

e. Other all-campus elections shall be held during the third week of March, in conjunction with the Student Government Association Officer elections.

Section 2

Nomination:

a. To be placed into nomination, candidates must submit petition signed by a number of persons.  This number shall be determined by the Senate yearly, but shall not exceed:

1. 10% of the student body for all-campus positions,

2. 10% of the class compositions for class officers,

3. 10% of the residence hall population for Senators

b. Petitions must be submitted five (5) days prior to the election.

Section 3

Campaigning:

a. Each candidate shall pay for the materials used during the campaign.  No reimbursement shall be made to any candidate unless approved by the Executive Committee and the Vice-President of Student Affairs.  No candidate may spend more than a total of sixty (60) dollars on campaign materials.  Candidates will be expected to turn in receipts from the materials used in their campaigns to the Commissioner of Records and/or the Commissioner of Campus Affairs.

b. All candidates’ campaign materials must follow the posting policy, as outlined in the student handbook.  Candidates may not formally begin their campaign (by posting materials or otherwise) until three weeks prior to the election date.  All posters and other publicity materials must be taken down within three days following the election.

c. Candidates must respect the policies of residence life.  Programs in respective halls may be suitable venues for campaigning, with appropriate permission granted.  However, door to door campaigning shall not be permitted.

Section 4

Elections of all officers and delegates, with the exception of Greek social organizations, shall take place as per subsection [d] below. 

a. Residence hall Senators shall be elected as follows:

1. Students must identify themselves with the residence hall they live in and vote accordingly.  Only those students living in the residence hall can vote for that hall’s respective senator(s).
b. Commuter Senators shall be elected as voted in by the commuting students.
c. Each social Greek organization shall select a Senator autonomously.

d. All-Campus Elections:

1. Polling places shall be Ritchie Dining Hall Lobby for all students.
2. Polls shall be open during lunch and dinner on the election day only.
3. Votes shall be counted in a locked room by

a) the Commissioner of Campus Affairs, 

b) two non-running Executive Board members,

c) one advisor.

4. A candidate must receive a majority of all votes cast (more than half/50 percent) for the office in order to win.

5. All votes cast for write-in candidates will be considered legitimate and will be counted.
6. If no candidate receives a majority of the votes, then there shall be a run off election between any two candidates – write-in or otherwise – receiving the greatest percentage of the ballots cast on the seventh day following the initial election.
